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THE KEY – June 2019 

 

The newsletter of Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrats 

 

A big thanks to you all and let’s celebrate 

It’s been an exciting few months but with Local Elections followed by the European Election 
incredibly hard work for everyone actively involved in the Local Party. Our local Membership has 
climbed to over 200 since these elections so hopefully we will have even more people contributing 
to whatever lies ahead in the next 6 months: maybe a General Election or a People Vote? 

None of these campaigns can function without the contributions and help from a large range of 
people. So a huge thanks to:  

Julie Morris who so ably led the campaigns team and in particular in College Ward where she left 
no stone unturned to lead us to success. 

Steve Gee who as PPC assisted on all aspects of the Local Elections and led the European 
Campaign. 

Julie Morris, David Gulland and Andrej Kubicek our target candidates in College Ward. 

Alison Kelly, Martin Kimber, Julian Freeman our target candidates in Town Ward. 

Everyone who allowed themselves to be put forward as paper candidates across the borough to 
allow us to have candidates in all Wards. 

The huge number of people who delivered leaflets in both campaigns. 

To all those who supported the street stalls and station drops in the European Campaign. 

Paul Linscott and Colin Taylor for the design of all the literature during both. 

For those candidates and members who canvassed throughout. 

Jim Dapre who managed all the data and with Julia Goacher managed the Committee room on 
election day and all who helped on knocking up. 

Derek Harwood who acted as Agent with his normal calm assurance and hard work. 

Apologies if I have missed anyone or any task. I think what you can see is any campaign involves 
huge numbers of members contributing in so many different ways and the more work we put in the 
better the results we get. 

It’s been fantastic to celebrate Liberal Democratic success in elections across the country, it’s 
been a long time coming but it gives us fantastic momentum as the country moves to 4 party 
politics (5 in Scotland and Wales). Locally let’s celebrate as Julie and David won seats in College 
Ward and we have representation back on the Borough Council. We should also celebrate the 
great result of Andrej.  He was so unlucky to miss out on the 3rd seat by 11 votes. 

Have a well-earned rest as I think we will need all of your energies in the months ahead for the 
next campaigns!  
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Message from our Prospective Parliamentary Candidate (PPC), Stephen Gee 

 

When I became your PPC for the third time I was delighted. Having fought 
hard in the General Elections in 2015 and 2017 with seemingly little impact 
on Failing Grayling’s majority I had consigned myself to accepting that this 
extremely safe Tory seat wasn’t going to elect a Liberal Democrat any time 
soon. But have things now changed? 

Nationally of course things have with the fantastic gains made in the Local 
Council Elections and having really kicked on from that into second place in 
the European Elections. It’s a good time to be a Liberal Democrat once again 
and I think we can dream big with the Tory Party and Labour in continued 

disarray and splitting apart over Brexit.  

It seems to me that, whoever takes over as Tory Leader, we will be fighting a General Election or 
a referendum within the next 6 months. It seems likely that a new Tory leader, probably Boris, is 
going to have had to promise to leave on No Deal on 31st October in order to appease the Tory 
members who will elect him (half of whom probably voted for the Brexit Party in the European 
Elections). 

It seems equally likely that the House of Commons with the help of the Speaker will block this: it 
seems enough Tories have already said that they would vote against their side in a vote of no 
confidence rather than accept a No Deal Brexit.  No Conservative leader would want to face a 
General Election in those circumstances and be the shortest serving Prime Minister in history.  At 
that point is a People’s Vote then the way out for a leader seeking to avoid an election?       

We will be ready and confident in either scenario that we can deliver some great results in Epsom 
and Ewell. We can’t learn a huge amount from the Local Elections as we are of course up against 
the RA but what we did see was a collapse in the Tory vote.  In wards where no one campaigned 
we in general came second. Where we did campaign we won two seats in College and finished a 
good second (with a short build up) in Town. Congratulations to our winning candidates, Julie 
Morris and David Gulland, in College and real heartfelt commiserations to Andrej Kubicek who just 
missed by 11 votes on winning the third seat in that ward.  

The European Elections give us a better clue to the current position. After a brief but great 
campaign we got some great feedback from the electorate, great support from the Members and 
delivered and handed over 12,000 leaflets in two weeks. Thanks to everyone who contributed and 
worked so hard. It produced (alongside the national campaign) a great but frustrating result - we 
nearly turned the map yellow but fell short by 83 votes. The full results in the Borough were 

Brexit Party 7,564 (32.7%) 

Liberal Democrats 7,481 (32.4%) 

Green Party 2,611 (11.3%) 

Conservatives 2,129 (9.2%) 

Labour 1,398 (6%) 

Change UK 1,370 (5.9%) 

UKIP 372 (1.6%) 

Clearly a fantastic result and one that we will publicise locally in any campaign. Those supporting 
‘remain’ polled 49.6% against those supporting a No Deal Brexit 34.3%. We outperformed the 
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overall South East result and this must indicate that in another referendum we would increase the 
majority for Remain in Epsom and Ewell.  

The reaction on the doorstep in the Local Elections indicated that the Grayling brand was toxic and 
the local Tory party sent him out of the area rather than have him campaign for them.  So there is 
another factor at play here, at long last his appalling record as a Cabinet Minister.  As Michael 
Portillo commented “The most incompetent Minister of all time”. 

So if we do have a General Election fought on Brexit, with a lot of hard work, with the Party 
energised and more confident so not needing as much support elsewhere we may just have a 
chance here. With a split Tory party, The Brexit Party polling reasonably well, Labour still in 
disarray with no clear policy and Change UK disappearing or merging with us – this could be the 
time.  

I never thought I would say or feel that in Epsom and Ewell but the political map is changing, 
politics is changing and we can take advantage of that if we are willing to put the effort in here.   

 

 

André, Julie and David canvassing the residents of Epsom on their views re Brexit 

FROM THE EDITOR David Gourley 

Steve has referred to the local elections in Epsom and Ewell Borough.  I think I am right in saying 
that from 1981 until 2015 we always had at least one councillor, starting with a by-election win for 
the Liberals in Stamford Ward in the very early days of the Liberal-SDP Alliance.  2015 was of 
course a very bad year for us nationally and we were unable locally to buck the trend despite 
having had first-class councillors.  Now Julie’s years of hard work and dedication have paid off as 
she reclaims her seat in College Ward, joined by David with our third candidate, André, so very 
nearly pulling it off.  We are back in business on our local council!  Epsom and Ewell is not an 
easy target for us having been governed by the Residents Associations ever since the borough 
was formed in the 1930s.  They are impervious to the unpopularity of the two main parties – the 
Tories with their shambolic handling of Brexit and Labour whose ‘all things to all people’ stance on 
Brexit is discredited – which helped give us striking gains up and down the country.   

We might not have won Epsom and Ewell (yet!) but the Borough is now surrounded on three sides 
by councils that we do control.  We were already running our two London neighbours, Sutton and 
Kingston, now we have also taken Mole Valley, part of which, Ashtead, is in Epsom and Ewell 
parliamentary constituency.  So Ashtead resident Failing Grayling now has the services of a Lib 
Dem council!  Nationally we chalked up several gains.  We took councils in ‘remain’ areas, eg Bath 
and Northeast Somerset (where Jacob Rees-Mogg, the MP for the ‘Northeast Somerset’ part, 
resides in a ward that we won!), Vale of White Horse (centred on Abingdon) as well as Mole Valley 
down the road.  And we took councils in ‘leave’ areas eg North Norfolk (which voted for Brexit in 



4 

 

2016 but went on, in 2017, to re-elect its Lib Dem MP) and, right in the heart of Brexity Essex, 
Chelmsford.  

The Euro elections were, unlike the Locals, contested by the Brexit Party and by Change UK.   
Much is made of the fact that the Brexit Party did well for a new party but the reality of course is 
that they did not fall out of the clear blue sky, being effectively UKIP mark 2, now that UKIP itself is 
too right wing even for Nigel Farage’s taste.  This is a party which put forward no manifesto; all we 
know is that they don’t like the EU very much.  Change UK (a rather uninspiring name, I think) 
might have hoped to have soared like the SDP did after it was founded in 1981 but the big 
difference is that the SDP from the outset formed an alliance with the Liberals whereas Change 
UK effectively ignored us.  I have a lot of time for the likes of Anna Soubry and Sarah Wollaston, 
Chuka Umunna and Chris Leslie, so will be sad rather than glad if it turns out that they have 
navigated themselves up a cul-de-sac.  They now have some hard thinking to do about how, 
indeed whether, their party can survive – six of the 11 MPs have in fact left.  I am sure they would 
be very welcome if they decided that they would after all like to join forces with us.  (News hot off 
the press: Chuka Umunna has now joined our party.  Welcome on board!) 

In the dismal Euro elections in 2014, a foretaste of our collapse in the following year’s General 
Election, we retained just one seat.  Catherine Bearder, one of the MEPs here in the Southeast, 
was our sole survivor.  Now we have 17 MEPs, counting in the Northern Ireland Alliance Party 
who gained one of the province’s three seats.  In Southeast England Catherine is joined by two 
other Lib Dems, Antony Hook and Judith Bunting.  Across Europe as a whole, the Liberal group 
made a significant advance whilst the predicted populist surge didn’t happen.   

In the Euro-election, as in the locals, we had a near miss in Epsom and Ewell: just over 80 votes 
short of taking a lead in terms of votes cast.  We actually did take the lead in five of the other 
Surrey local authorities: Mole Valley, Guildford, Waverley, Woking and Elmbridge.  A bit further 
west we were ahead in much of the Thames Valley, including in Oxford and Reading.  And in 
London we were top of the poll, also taking the lead in 15 of the 32 boroughs. These included, on 
our doorstep: Sutton, Kingston, Richmond and – a couple of new arrows in our quiver – Merton 
and Wandsworth.   

The point has been well made by Steve that in Epsom and Ewell the unambiguously pro-remain 
parties (ourselves, the Greens, Change UK) easily outpolled the unambiguously pro-leave parties 
(the Farageists plus UKIP).  This is also the case nationally.  And yet, a number of the candidates 
vying to replace Theresa May as Tory party leader and thus as prime minister (rumour has it that 
Old Uncle Tom Cobbleigh was thinking of throwing his hat in the ring) are adamant that the UK will 
leave the EU on 31st October, with or without a deal.   

Yet those of us calling for a People’s Vote get lectures from Brexiteers that we are ‘undemocratic’ 
for not ‘respecting’ the result of the 2016 referendum – why a further referendum would be 
‘undemocratic’, albeit the same rules as before would apply, is never explained.  But in 2016 
voters were asked simply whether they wished to leave the EU or remain, a binary choice.  They 
were assured that there would be a deal if we left.  Whilst we are clear that the decision to leave 
the EU can only be reversed if there is a People’s Vote which produces a majority for remain, the 
Archbrexiteers are happy to inflict on us a disastrous ‘no deal’ Brexit without seeking any 
democratic mandate.  Indeed, at least two of the Tory leadership contenders, Esther McVey and 
Dominic Raab, are, outrageously, prepared to suspend parliament, thereby dragging the Queen 
into politics, in order that they can inflict on us a ‘no deal’ outcome.  
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Our MEPs: Catherine Bearder; Antony Hook; Judith Bunting  

 

Membership Up 

Our party’s strong performance nationally is reflected in our local membership. Jim Dapré, our 
Data Officer, reports that, at time of writing, we have over thirty new members.  This brings our 
total membership up to the magic figure of 200. 

 

Sir Vince Stands Down 

In spite of myself, I felt a little bit sorry for Theresa May when she shed that tear on the steps of 
Number 10.  I am sure that she does love her country and that she tried her best, according to her 
own lights, to do what she thought right.  They were fine words that she uttered on the steps of 
Number 10 when she first became PM - but fine words butter no parsnips.  She has been hounded 
out in brutal manner by the hardline Brexiteers in her own party.  But, before one feels too sorry for 
her, one should remember that, over Brexit, she continually kowtowed to those very hardliners, as 
well to the DUP, recipients of her £1bn bung.  She spoke in her resignation speech about the need 
for compromise.  Trouble is she did not reach out to other parties until the very end, when, as it 
turns out, it was too late.   She effectively sidelined the remainers in her own party.  Now, as her 
parting gift, she has bestowed on us a state visit by Donald Trump.  Thanks a lot. 

By contrast our leader, Vince Cable, is stepping down in dignified fashion.  As I observed last time, 
he was always going to be a stopgap leader.  He took on the job because, at the time, no-one else 
put themselves forward.  He bows out at a time when the party has, under his leadership, made a 
strong recovery after some few year in the doldrums.  He has had his own roller coaster ride: in 
2010 he looked in-Vince-ible (sorry) in his Twickenham constituency, where his majority was over 
12,000, yet he lost by some 2,000 in 2015 only to be re-elected in 2017 with a majority over 9,000.  
We are all, I am sure, grateful for his service and dedication to our party over many years.   
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Therefore we will shortly have elections to choose our new leader.  All who were members as at 
7th June 21 2019 will be able to vote. Voting begins on 1st July.  There are two candidates: Sir 
Ed Davey (MP for Kingston and Surbiton) and Jo Swinson (East Dunbartonshire).  You can find 
out more about the candidates here: www.libdems.org.uk/leadership-candidates  
 
So, a choice between our next door neighbour and our first ever woman leader!  The Key offers no 
advice!  

 

Recent Executive meetings by Isobel Squire, our secretary 

 

In May we were very sorry to see Lakhi Liyanage stand down as our Treasurer, a post he has held 
since 2002. As well as being a first-class Treasurer, we on the Executive benefitted from Lakhi’s 
sage advice and experience on all manner of topics, always offered in his unfailingly courteous 
manner. Having some while back moved over the boundary from Carshalton and Wallington 
constituency, held since 1997 by a Lib Dem, Tom Brake, he was able to recall how it was once 
regarded as a hopeless prospect and what we did to change that situation.  We will greatly miss 
his contributions as well as all the hard work he put in as Treasurer. Under the constitution the 
Executive is able to appoint new Officers when a vacancy occurs, and Colin Taylor was appointed 
to take over as Treasurer for the remainder of 2019. We are very grateful to Lakhi for his help in 
smoothing the transition during a busy election period. 

The May meeting also recorded the Executive’s thanks to everyone who was involved in the 
Borough election campaign, and our congratulations to our new councillors, Julie Morris and David 
Gulland, and commiserations to Andrej Kubicek who missed out by 11 votes.  Andrej will continue 
to play a key role in the ward. Steve Gee shared some observations from the Campaigns team 
about the use of handheld devices for the campaign. Overall this worked well, but there were a 
few glitches on election day. The campaign team is reviewing the issues and will make 
recommendations for future elections. 

We also talked about the European election campaign which was still in progress at the time – 
something we weren’t expecting when we scheduled the meeting back in January! 

In his regular report our Data Officer, Jim Dapré, was pleased to note that we have seen several 
new members join since the Borough elections. And this was before the #ExpelMeToo story 
broke.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for 27th June. Members can attend if they wish; if you’d like to, then 
please contact me at secretary@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk, so that I can send you more details. 
The full calendar of meetings is published on the website. 

The exec also noted the good attendance from Epsom & Ewell at the Peoples’ Vote march with 
various photos being posted on our Facebook and website after the event. 

Social Events  

Upcoming Events  

Gill Miles and the Social Committee have put together a varied programme of social events for 
2019. Events are open to members and their invited guests.  It’s important that you try and support 
the social events as without them we will gradually deplete our election funds and it will become 
more difficult to fight effective campaigns. And of course, it’s a chance to socialize with your fellow 
Lib Dems.  

 

https://www.libdems.org.uk/leadership-candidates?e=742b244b8eb9a8dc151d8c28118763487cf2a8a0&utm_source=libdems&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=candidate_announcement&n=1
mailto:secretary@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
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Event Date and Time Location Ticket Price 

Afternoon Tea Cancelled due to European election campaign 

BBQ Sunday 23rd June, 12.30pm Steve Gee’s £10 adult £4 child 

Pints and Politics Wednesday 10th July, 7.30pm 
with discussions from 8pm 

Adele Room, The Haywain, St 
Margaret Drive, Epsom 

Nil 

Sunday Luncheon Sunday 28th July, 12.00 Alison Kelly’s £10 

Café Politics Tuesday 17th September, 7pm Caballo Lounge, Epsom High 
Street 

Nil 

Quiz Night Friday 11th October, 7.30pm to 
10.30pm 

Longmead Centre tbc £8 

Pints and Politics Tuesday 22nd October, 7.30pm 
with discussions from 8pm 

Adele Room, The Haywain, St 
Margaret Drive, Epsom 

Nil 

Café Politics Wednesday 13th November, 
7pm 

Caballo Lounge, Epsom High 
Street 

NIl 

Mulled Wine Saturday 7th December, 7.30pm Sandra and Derek Harwood’s £10 

 

Please Contact Gill if you would like to attend any of these events.  She will give details of venue 
as necessary: 

Phone:  07786 962200 

E-mail:  gill.miles@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk 

By post:  32 Farriers Road, Epsom KT17 1LP 

Ideas for future events 

If you have for future events then please let Gill know – she’d love to hear from you.  

The 200 Club – help the party and win a prize 

One of the easiest ways to help the party raise funds is the 200 Club. Tickets cost £1 per month, 
and you can hold more than one ticket. Half the proceeds are returned as prize money, and the 
remainder helps pay for our campaigning work.   

 

 

If you are interested in joining then please fill in the form on the last page of this newsletter, and 
send it to Bryan Shepherd at the address shown on the form. 

mailto:gill.miles@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
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EPSOM & EWELL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM 

 

To: 

Bryan Shepherd 

34 Greville Park Road 

Ashtead, Surrey 

KT21 2QT 

I wish to join the Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club.  

 

Name  ………………………………………………….    Signed   …………………...............      

   

Address  ………………………………………………….                 Date   …………………………20….. 

    

  …………………………………….........       Post Code   ………………..  

 

Amount  £        .00   on 1st                              20        and every   * 1/12      months thereafter 

  

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 

To The Manager                                                                                    Bank plc 

 

Address   ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

     

   ……………………………………………………    Post Code……………….. 

     

Please pay to the HSBC Bank plc, 54 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DS  (Sorting Code 40-20-24 ) for the credit of 

Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club, Account no. 31550551, the sum of :  

   

Amount in words  ……………………………………… Amount in figures     £        .00 

 

Commencing on 1st                              20        and every    * 1/12        months thereafter 

 

Until further notice, and debit *my/our account accordingly 

 

Account to be debited ………………………………………………..     Account No. ..……………………… 

 

Signature(s)  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date   ………………………20….. 

  * Delete as appropriate 

Printed & published by Nigel Pavey, 16 Sunnymede Avenue, West Ewell, KT19 9TJ 

on behalf of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats. 
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