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THE KEY – March 2019 

 

The newsletter of Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrats 

Message from our Prospective Parliamentary Candidate (PPC), Stephen Gee 

 

Where to start? Extraordinary times and clearly anything I write now on Brexit 
could within 24 hours be out of date.  All I can really do is speculate that it 
seems to me that Parliament will not allow us to crash out on No Deal 
whatever happens, and it seems that we won’t be leaving on the 29th March. 

I can still hope for and campaign for a Peoples Vote but if I am crystal ball 
gazing I think it is unlikely that it will be delivered.  It seems that there are too 
many Labour MPs who are too worried about their vote leaving 
constituencies to get it across the line. 

A number of members have contacted me regarding the new Independent 
group and whether we are amidst a realignment of politics, drawing parallels with the SDP in the 
1980’s. My answer in general has been that I don’t think we are.  It’s not that they aren’t united 
behind a cause now but I don’t see how they could come up with a manifesto with general 
economic and social policies that the likes of Anna Soubry and Chukka Umunna could agree. 

Unless they can find some other common ground almost all of them are likely to lose their seats at 
the next General Election when they come up against the party machines and official Labour and 
Conservative candidates. That’s slightly sad and I’m sure that we will try as a Party to work closely 
with them but they are not the calibre of Roy Jenkins, Shirley Williams, Bill Rogers and David 
Owen and of course most importantly don’t come from a common political background and beliefs. 

There is in my mind only one way that this sort of new party (if that is what it is) can succeed and 
that is under Proportional Representation, it is almost impossible to make that sort of breakthrough 
under the first past the post system.  

Finally Mr Failing Grayling (I like to think that we invented this term for him in General Elections). 
He has certainly continued to prove the title correct and it is now adopted by every national 
newspaper and radio stations alike. When Michael Portillo, asked his opinion of him replies “The 
most incompetent Minister of all time,” I think the game is up. Only in these extraordinary Brexit 
times could he survive in post and not have been sacked by the Prime Minister. There is in reality 
so much material now on his failings at the Justice and Transport ministries that we could fill about 
20 leaflets at a General Election.  

The money to provide additional ferry capacity given to a company that had no ferries wouldn’t 
have been believable in an episode of Yes Minister! Maybe they told him that they did have a boat 
and it was called Ferry McFerryface.  Local member Lionel Blackman has started a petition called 
Time to go Grayling:   

https://sites.google.com/view/timetogograyling/ 
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Please sign if you can.  The good people of Epsom and Ewell have continued to vote for him in 
their droves but we must keep making the point and believe that when Brexit is finished he will 
resign or be sacked and that come the next General Election even the local Tory supporters will 
see sense 

Please do support the Local Election campaign in April/May, the General Election whenever 
it comes and – who knows? – the elections for the European Parliament, also in May, 
and/or a People’s Vote.   

 

SWAPPING JOBS by David Gourley, editor 

At the start of this year, I did a ‘job swap’ with Isobel Squire, who is now therefore our Secretary.   
Isobel was previously the editor of this newsletter.  Isobel writes for us below. 

Some reminiscences.  I was Secretary for some twenty years so there have been several Chairs 
during my time.  I have enjoyed working with all of them.  The first was Bill Derrett, a onetime 
County Councillor.  Sadly he a few years later suffered terminal illness, dying when he was still in 
his fifties.  He was a good man, and not just in the political sense. 

Never a chap to be found at the cutting edge of technology – I was maybe the last person in the 
country to acquire (in 2007) a mobile phone and am still not on any social media - I to start with 
had no e-mail so for the first three or four years everything had to be sent via snail mail to fellow 
members of the Executive.   My predecessor as Secretary handed me a number of postage 
stamps for this purpose.   

Our first Executive Committee meeting was at the Longmead Centre. I arrived a short while before 
the meeting to find that the building was locked.  Good start to my secretaryship!  There was still a 
pub opposite, the Sefton Arms, and the bartender told me that the caretaker always arrived at the 
precise time of booking.  So he turned up at 8.00pm on the dot and our meeting went ahead after 
all.  I had decided that, as Secretary, I should for our meetings wear a jacket and tie.  I undecided 
that after the first meeting! 

I have had a previous stint of editing The Key and look forward to doing so again. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS AT EXECUTIVE MEETINGS? by Isobel Squire, our secretary 

You can probably guess what the Campaigns Group does, and what the Social and Fundraising 
Committee is for. But what does the Executive do, and what do we get up to at our meetings? 
Well, according to the constitution, the Exec's role is to manage ‘the general and financial 
business’ of the local party. This includes oversight of how the local party raises and spends 
money, and how it selects candidates for elections. 

The Exec’s role (according to the constitution) is to manage ‘the general and financial business’ of 
the local party. This includes oversight of how the local party raises and spends money, and how it 
selects candidates for elections.  

Each Executive team is elected by members at the AGM in November, to serve for the following 
calendar year.  We meet at least every couple of months, and our meetings cover regular updates 
plus specific topical items – some of them political and others about party administration.  

On the admin front, in our two meetings so far in 2019 we have discussed new party procedures 
for authorising election expenditure, a data audit that we need to carry out, and the need to update 
our constitution. The constitution is a little out of date with current practice; for example it still 
refers to conference representatives, which are no longer needed now that any member who 
attends conference is entitled to vote.  
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We have kept in touch with our Campaign Group’s plans for the Borough Elections in May, and 
also had an update from the Local Committee meeting (where local issues are discussed by 
councillors drawn from Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and Surrey County Council). 

We also discuss national issues and how they could influence what we do locally. In January we 
pondered the Brexit shenanigans in parliament, and how we could fight a general election or a 
People’s Vote alongside a local election campaign. In February we considered climate change, 
and the challenges of addressing it when people generally have more urgent problems.  We 
agreed that locally we should promote policies that help people reduce their carbon footprint:  
better and cheaper public transport; installing charging points for electric cars; encouraging 
improvements to make homes more energy efficient.   

Members can attend Executive meetings if they wish– the calendar is published on the website. If 
you’d like to attend, please contact me at secretary@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk, so that I can 
send you more details. 

 

Membership activity by David Gulland, our Deputy Chair and Membership Development Officer 

 

Our fortunes in attracting new and retaining existing members continues to follow national trends. 
That is, when the LibDems are in the news, we get new members, but when we fall off the national 
media, there is an increased tendency for members to decline to renew their membership. At 
present our local membership is hovering around the 190 mark. 

We are hopeful that as the sorry Brexit saga continues to rumble on, and as the LibDems continue 
to hold a coherent and consistent message over the need for a Peoples’ Vote (along with the SNP 
and Greens) we can attract new members. Here are some photos of the recent Brexitometer 
session we did in the High Street. 

 

   

 

mailto:secretary@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
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In addition, we expect that our campaigning for the May Borough Elections, across Town and 
College Ward, will increase our local profile and may encourage new members. Indeed, when we 
did our College Ward survey this time last year, we were successful in recruiting both new 
volunteers and also new members. 

In the meantime, I would encourage everyone to use direct debit for their membership to avoid the 
calamity of unintentionally having your membership lapse! Details of how to do this are on the 
national website 
https://libdems.secure.force.com/LiberalDemocrats/RenewMembership?utm_source=join-page 

 

From the Editor  

 

Firstly I would like to pay tribute to Paddy Ashdown, Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Hamdon, who 
died just before Christmas, age 77.  Elected as Liberal MP for Yeovil in 1983, he was the first 
leader of the Liberal Democrats following the merger in 1988 of the Liberals and SDP.   

Maybe this is just me being a grumpy old man but I am rather struck by how politicians these days 
seem to lack stature compared with those of yesteryear.  I was born in the era of Churchill, Attlee 
and Macmillan whilst, across the Atlantic, Truman’s presidency was followed by those of 
Eisenhower and Kennedy.  Nowadays it’s May, Corbyn, Trump.  Hmmm......   Paddy Ashdown 
was definitely an exception.   Here was a politician of real substance who, after stepping down as 
leader, devoted time and energy to bringing peace to wartorn Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The last two general elections were, let’s face it, a huge disappointment for us.  But when Paddy 
took over things weren’t great either.  The new party was very much in the doldrums yet just a few 
years later in 1997 our tally of seats in the House of Commons soared from 18 to 46.  This is not 
at all to criticize Sir Vince, who was always going to be a stopgap leader and indeed has just 

https://libdems.secure.force.com/LiberalDemocrats/RenewMembership?utm_source=join-page
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announced that he is standing down, but longer term we undoubtedly need someone of Paddy’s 
calibre. 

Paddy recalled that, on the morrow of the EU referendum, as he drove over Salisbury Plain, on his 
way back to London from his home in Somerset, “it was a one of those lovely June mornings.  I 
turned to [wife] Jane, and I think there were probably tears in my eyes, and said: ‘it’s not our 
country anymore’”.  I rather feel that way myself.  

I was a founder member of the SDP in 1981 so there is a bit of déjà vu regarding the ‘Tiggers’, the 
independent group about which Steve, our PPC, writes.  But there was a real buzz around the 
SDP, a political party from the outset rather than just a ‘group’, that is not in evidence this time.  I 
have a lot of time for the likes of Anna Soubry and Chuka Umunna but wish that they had joined 
us instead.    

The SDP was initially led by the ‘Gang of Four’, people as Steve says of high calibre.  I followed 
three of them – Roy Jenkins, Shirley Williams and Bill Rodgers – into the Liberal Democrats.   But 
the fourth, David “it’s my party and I cry if I want to” Owen, rejected the merger; his “continuing 
SDP” was wound up just two years later after it came seventh, behind the Monster Raving Looney 
Party, in the Bootle by-election.  I formerly had on my bookshelf the autobiographies of all four of 
the ‘Gang of Four’ but, when David Owen came out in favour of Brexit, thus turning his back on 
one of the SDP’s fundamental beliefs, I took his to a charity shop.  Recently we stopped for coffee 
in the cafe at Hampton Court.  At the adjacent table was none other than David Owen with his wife 
Debbie.  Someone there was clearly an admirer and the Owens allowed themselves to be 
photographed with him.   As a non-admirer, I resisted the temptation to go and give him a piece of 
my mind! 

UKIP has been haemorrhaging members, including Nigel Farage no less, in protest at the party’s 
move, under the current leader Gerard Batten, towards the far right.  Suzanne Evans, the party’s 
one time deputy leader, has also left: “I joined UKIP because it was a Brexit party and because I 
wanted a referendum on our EU membership.  I would never have joined UKIP as it stands today, 
obsessed as it is with becoming a successor to the BNP and the EDL (English Defence League), 
and putting an increasingly hostile and vicious focus on attacking the Muslim community en 
masse”.  Also out through the exit door is Patrick Flynn MEP.  I rubbed my eyes with astonishment 
when I read that he has joined the SDP, since I thought that party had vanished circa 1990.  But, 
yes, there is an SDP, run by people I’ve never heard of.  It is anti-EU so not at all like the Party I 
joined in 1981.    

I won’t this time bang on about Brexit.  It is, to coin a phrase, a ’known unknown’.  What is there to 
say when, as I write this less than two weeks before our scheduled departure, we still don’t know 
whether we will actually leave on that date or whether there will be an extension?  Ideally any 
extension will be for good, following a People’s Vote. 

 

 

Social Events  

Upcoming Events in 2018 

Gill Miles and the Social Committee have put together a varied programme of social events for the 
coming year. Events are open to members and their invited guests. It’s important that you try and 
support the social events as without them we will gradually deplete our election funds and it will 
become more difficult to fight effective campaigns. And of course, it’s a chance to socialize with 
your fellow Lib Dems.  
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Event Date and Time Location Ticket  

Price 

Afternoon Tea Sunday 19th May, 2.30pm Gillian Miles’s (Epsom) £8 

Café Politics Wednesday 12th June, 7pm Caballo Lounge, Epsom High 
Street 

Nil 

BBQ Late June tbc Steve Gee’s 

(Epsom Downs) 

£10  

adult  

£4  

child 

Pints and Politics Wednesday 10th July, 7.30pm 
with discussions from 8pm 

Adele Room, The Haywain, 
St Margaret Drive, Epsom 

Nil 

Sunday Luncheon Sunday 28th July, 12.00 Alison Kelly’s (Epsom) £10 

Café Politics Tuesday 17th September, 7pm Caballo Lounge, Epsom High 
Street 

Nil 

Quiz Night Friday 11th October, 7.30 to 
10.30pm 

Longmead Centre tbc £8 

Pints and Politics Tuesday 22nd October, 7.30pm 
with discussions from 8pm 

Adele Room, The Haywain, 
St Margaret Drive, Epsom 

Nil 

Café Politics Wednesday 13th November, 7pm Caballo Lounge, Epsom High 
Street 

Nil 

Mulled Wine Saturday 7th December, 7.30pm Sandra and Derek Harwood’s 

(Ashtead) 

£10 

 

. 

Please Contact Gill if you would like to attend any of these events.  She will give details of venue 
as necessary: 

Phone:  07786 962200 

E-mail:  gill.miles@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk 

By post:  32 Farriers Road, Epsom KT17 1LP 

Ideas for future events 

If you have for future events then please let Gill know – she’d love to hear from you.  

 

 

mailto:gill.miles@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk


7 

 

 

The 200 Club – help the party and win a prize 

One of the easiest ways to help the party raise funds is the 200 Club. Tickets cost £1 per month, 
and you can hold more than one ticket. Half the proceeds are returned as prize money, and the 
remainder helps pay for our campaigning work.   

 

 

If you are interested in joining then please fill in the form on the back page of this newsletter, and 
send it to Bryan Shepherd at the address shown on the form. 
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EPSOM & EWELL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM 

 

To: 

Bryan Shepherd 

34 Greville Park Road 

Ashtead, Surrey 

KT21 2QT 

I wish to join the Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club.  

 

Name  ………………………………………………….    Signed   …………………...............      

   

Address  ………………………………………………….                 Date   …………………………20….. 

    

  …………………………………….........       Post Code   ………………..  

 

Amount  £        .00   on 1st                              20        and every   * 1/12      months thereafter 

  

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 

To The Manager                                                                                    Bank plc 

 

Address   ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

     

   ……………………………………………………    Post Code……………….. 

     

Please pay to the HSBC Bank plc, 54 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DS  (Sorting Code 40-20-24 ) for the credit of 

Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club, Account no. 31550551, the sum of :  

   

Amount in words  ……………………………………… Amount in figures     £        .00 

 

Commencing on 1st                              20        and every    * 1/12        months thereafter 

 

Until further notice, and debit *my/our account accordingly 

 

Account to be debited ………………………………………………..     Account No. ..……………………… 

 

Signature(s)  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date   ………………………20….. 

  * Delete as appropriate 

Printed & published by Nigel Pavey, 16 Sunnymede Avenue, West Ewell, KT19 9TJ 

on behalf of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats. 
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