
1 

 

THE KEY – April 2018 

 

The newsletter of Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrats 

Message from Prospective Parliamentary Candidate and Chair, Stephen Gee 
Welcome to the latest edition of The Key – I hope you’ve all had a relaxing 
Easter break.  
There’s plenty to get involved in over the next few weeks as we move into 
the key election period in the run-up to elections in May.  In Epsom & Ewell 
we find ourselves in the unusual position of having no elections this year, so 
we can and should help out elsewhere. Can I encourage you all in particular 
to support our neighbours in Sutton and Mole Valley?  
There will be plenty of details circulated about how to support them and I’m 
sure they’d appreciate your help – whether it’s during the campaign, or 
freeing up some time on election day, Thursday 3rd May.   

The elections ahead will be a key test of the Liberal Democrat recovery: we have had many by-
election successes over the last year, and we’ve gained council seats around the country against 
both Conservative and Labour opponents. 

Campaigning in Epsom & Ewell 
Campaign activities here in Epsom & Ewell will be suspended until after the neighbouring 
elections, but we’ve been working hard since the new year.   
In February we fought a by-election in 
Ruxley Ward, with an excellent candidate 
in Julia Kirkland. Our thanks to everyone 
who contributed to what was a short but 
energetic campaign.  
We have not worked this ward for a long 
time, but we pulled together a team, and in 
the end we delivered one leaflet and 
canvassed a reasonable area of it.  
Frustratingly this didn’t produce much 
success at the ballot box.  
I think the lesson we should all learn from this (and from other by-elections around the country) is 
that we should have given it as much effort as we could muster in the short time. We could have 
called in support from other local parties, and should certainly have delivered a second leaflet.    
Looking ahead, we do have full Borough Elections in Epsom & Ewell in May 2019, and I feel 
confident that we can start our fight back by making some good gains. I would certainly like us to 
be ambitious in what we hope to achieve. We need to decide on our candidates as soon as 
possible. Could you be one of them? – see the next section for more details. 
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Borough elections 2019 
From our chairman Steve Gee  

Epsom & Ewell elects the entire Borough Council in May 2019. We have already started activity in 
three wards, with Focus deliveries in Town, Stamford and College.  
So far we have concentrated our efforts in College, where we’ve laid some good foundations with 
street surveys. Thanks to everyone who has been helping with the knock and drop – we’re starting 
to build some real momentum.  

Calling for candidates 
We want to decide now who our candidates will be in 2019, so that we can start promoting them in 
literature. There are thirteen wards with three councillors apiece (apart from Auriol with two), so we 
need plenty of volunteers to assure ourselves that we can cover the whole borough.  
In wards where we believe we have a good chance of winning, we will actively contest the election 
with campaign literature, canvassing and so on. Anyone who wants to stand in a winnable ward 
needs to be committed to plenty of hard work over the next year.  
Even for wards where we have little chance of winning we want to field ‘paper candidates’. We 
don’t actively campaign or produce literature, but we at least make sure that there’s a Liberal 
Democrat name on the ballot paper.  

Interested? 
If you’re interested in standing please get in touch as soon as possible, by email at 
stephen.gee1@outlook.com or by mobile 07973 209964. Please make clear whether you are  
prepared to stand in a winnable ward, or whether you’d prefer to be a paper candidate.  
Please also state the ward that you would prefer to stand in (this does not need to be where you 
live). We will try and match your preferences, though it’s not guaranteed as we must first make 
sure that we have a candidate in every ward. If by any chance we have more than three 
candidates in a ward we’re contesting, then we will need to hold an internal election of members in 
that ward.  
Important note: Everyone standing in this election needs to live in the Epsom & Ewell Borough or 
have a business interest/address in the area. 

Ever thought about standing for parliament? 
There are many reasons that someone joins the party: many are inspired by national issues, some 
are very happy to be in the background doing vital support roles, while others are really motivated 
by local issues and stand as Council candidates.  
Many don’t have a burning desire to be a parliamentary candidate, but I can say from personal 
experience that this can be enormous fun, interesting and stimulating. Even in a constituency with 
a large Tory majority like Epsom & Ewell it brings very positive rewards, although of course it is 
extremely hard work.  
The party needs to get more members approved as candidates and willing to stand. After having 
parliamentary elections in 2015 and again in 2017, some candidates have decided not to stand 
again as they don’t believe they can spare the time at short notice, or approach another election 
campaign with the necessary drive and enthusiasm. 
We can have as many candidates approved in Epsom & Ewell as we have members – at one time 
we had five approved candidates! Being an approved candidate allows you to apply to stand in 
seats anywhere across the country. 
Details of how to start the process of becoming an approved candidate can be found via this link: 
https://www.libdems.org.uk/become_a_candidate# 
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Update on local issues 

Epsom & St Helier NHS Trust 
Epsom & Ewell Lib Dems have spent some time in the last few months taking part in the 
consultation process for the future of Epsom and St Helier NHS trust. To our amazement Chris 
Grayling refused to take part in this. He still has some strange notion that Epsom’s future is better 
served by splitting up the existing trust. However, Epsom can’t stand alone financially, and a 
different joint trust is not an option since no Surrey hospital could be found to take on the burden. 
We now have a proper policy developed for the hospital, supporting a centre of excellence, 
retaining 85% of services at Epsom and insisting that the centre of excellence is located at Epsom 
or near the Royal Marsden in South Sutton.  
The Trust has published its strategy and a summary of views it received on its website: 
https://www.epsom-sthelier.nhs.uk/epsom-and-st-helier-2020-2030  

Housing 
Epsom Borough Council has also been consulting on Housing and Planning, and with the housing 
targets that the government is looking to impose, it’s been more difficult to reach a consensus. We 
do now have a well thought through local Lib Dem policy that supports the need for more and 
affordable housing and an acceptance that Epsom must do its bit to support this.  
There are implications on the use of secondary green belt (after all brownfield sites have been 
exhausted, of course) but enough housing cannot be supplied using brownfield alone. This does 
not mean any building on parks, commons or downs and we will continue to oppose developments 
where not enough affordable housing is provided.   
The Council’s consultation and responses are on their website here: 
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-issues-and-options-
consultation  
It is worth noting that both Epsom Common and Epsom Downs have their own special protections. 
Epsom Common is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and Epsom Downs is regulated by its own 
Act of Parliament. See the following links for more information: 
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/venues-sport-and-leisure-facilities/parks/local-nature-
reserves/epsom-common-local-nature 
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/venues-and-open-space-hire/thedowns  

From the Archives – the birth of the Liberal Democrats, March 1988 
From our secretary David Gourley  

The Liberal Democrats are celebrating their thirtieth birthday this year.  The party, a merger 
between the Liberals and SDP (Social Democratic Party), was founded in 1988.  Party members in 
both cases had voted for the merger.   
However some in the SDP disagreed with the merger and joined the former leader, David Owen, 
in the “continuing SDP”. This was short-lived, being wound up in 1990 after a humiliating by-
election in Bootle, in which the party came seventh with 155 votes, behind the Monster Raving 
Loony Party who got 418.   
A much smaller number of Liberals also rejected the merger and the former MP for Leeds West, 
Michael Meadowcroft, became the first leader of the ongoing Liberal Party.  Happily Michael, 
unlike the abrasive Dr Owen, maintained good relations with the Lib Dems and finally joined us in 
2007.   
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I am sure that other one-time SDP members were like me angry, though maybe not surprised, 
when Lord Owen, going completely against what the Party had stood for, supported ‘leave’ in the 
EU referendum.  
Initially the party was known as the Social and Liberal Democrats, in short form the Democrats.  
These names did not catch on and afforded the continuing SDP the ability to label us as “SLIDs” 
or “SALADs”.  After some debate the present name, Liberal Democrats, generally shortened to Lib 
Dems, was agreed.   
Initially the party found itself somewhat in the doldrums but in the nineties, under Paddy 
Ashdown’s leadership, it flourished with its tally of seats in Parliament rising in 1997 from 20 to 46. 
Here in Epsom & Ewell the launch of the new party was announced in a press release, issued by 
June Morrison, formerly on the SDP Executive and now the new Party’s Acting Co-ordinator:  

The toast is – the Democrats!   
Saturday March 12 saw the birth of the Social and Liberal Democrats in Epsom and Ewell 
with a campaign in the high streets of Epsom, Stoneleigh and Ewell – there was 
information on the new party, and members were enrolled.   Later an inaugural party was 
held in the Methodist Hall, Fulford Road, West Ewell. The theme colour was golden yellow 
and a splendid cake – in the diamond shape of our new logo – was cut.  Our general 
election runner-up, Dr Margaret Joachim, proposed the toast to a large gathering of former 
Liberals and Social Democrats.  Michael Anderson, veteran campaigner in the previous 
three general elections in Epsom, brought the good wishes of the new organizations in 
Mole Valley and North Downs. 
During the week, public meetings were held in Auriol Middle School (Monday), Banstead 
First School (Wednesday) and tonight –Thursday – at The Cedars, Epsom.  The national 
launch will be at Central Hall, Westminster, on March 19.  For further details and enquiries 
about membership telephone ......” 

Social Events – Annual Dinner 
At our AGM in November, Nigel Pavey stood down as the head of the Social Committee.  Our 
thanks to Nigel for the incredible job he has done over many years, organising events which have 
not only been fun to attend but have also raised large sums of money for our election campaigns.  
Gill Miles has now taken up the reins, and her first task was to organise the Annual Dinner on 2nd 
February. This proved to be a great success, with a record number of attendees. It was held at a 
new venue for us, Leatherhead Golf Club.   

Our speaker was Vince Cable, who first entertained us with tales from his life as an MP, and then 
inspired us with stories of Lib Dems fighting back around the country.  
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Upcoming Events in 2018 
Gill Miles and the Social Committee have put together a varied programme of social events for the 
coming year. Events are open to members and their invited guests. It’s important that you try and 
support the social events as without them we will gradually deplete our election funds and it will 
become more difficult to fight effective campaigns. And of course, it’s a chance to socialise with 
your fellow Lib Dems.  
As well as the social get-togethers, Gill and our Membership 
Development Officer, David Gulland, have arranged some 
opportunities to meet fellow Lib Dems and discuss current 
political issues, both national and local. These are held at 
various local venues and are free to attend (though you will 
have to stump up for any food or drink you may want).  
It’s helpful to let Gill know if you’re planning to attend one of 
the political chats, so that she can reserve enough space. 

Summer Events 
Sunday 13th May 
12.30 pm to 2.30 pm 

New Members Picnic 
Horton Country Park 

Horton Lane, Epsom KT19 8PL 

Free 
Picnic provided. 

Wednesday 16th May 
8 pm to 10 pm 

Gather from 7.30 pm 

Pints and Politics  
The Abele Room, The Haywain  

St Margaret Drive, Epsom KT18 7LB 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Tuesday 22nd May 
7 pm 

Café Politics 
Caballo Lounge 

11 High Street, Epsom KT19 8DA 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Sunday 10th June 
Time TBC 

Family Outdoor Games Afternoon 
Sandra and Derek Harwood’s 

38 West Farm Close, Ashtead KT21 2LJ 

£10 adults 
Free for children 

Tuesday 17th July 
8 pm to 10 pm 

Gather from 7.30 pm 

Pints and Politics 
The Abele Room, The Haywain  

St Margaret Drive, Epsom KT18 7LB 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Thursday 19th July 
6 pm 

80s Music Race Night 
Epsom Downs Racecourse 

£12.50 
 

Saturday 28th July 
6 pm 

Barbecue 
Anne and Steve Gee’s 

98 Nork Way, Banstead SM7 1HP 

£10 adult  
£4 child 

Sunday 12th August 
12 noon to 3.30 pm 

Sunday Lunch 
Alison Kelly’s 

8 Whitehorse Drive, Epsom KT18 7LY 

£10 
 

Friday 14th September 
7 pm 

Pizza, Prosecco and Politics 
Janet Smith’s 

36 Waterer Gardens, Tadworth KT20 5PD 

£10 
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Autumn and Winter Events 
Weds 26th September 

 8 pm to 10 pm 
Gather from 7.30 pm 

Pints and Politics 
The Abele Room, The Haywain  

St Margaret Drive, Epsom KT18 7LB 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Friday 5th October  
7 pm to 11 pm 

Quiz Night 
Longmead Centre 

Sefton Road, Epsom KT19 9HG 

£8 
 

Tues 16th October 
7 pm 

Café Politics 
Caballo Lounge 

11 High Street, Epsom KT19 8DA 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Tues 13th November 
8 pm to 10 pm 

Gather from 7.30 pm 

Pints and Politics 
The Abele Room, The Haywain  

St Margaret Drive, Epsom KT18 7LB 

Free 
Purchase your own 

refreshments at the bar. 

Saturday 8th December 
Time TBC 

Winter Warmer  
Mulled wine and other seasonal fare 

Sandra and Derek Harwood’s 
38 West Farm Close, Ashtead KT21 2LJ 

£8 
 

Tickets 
Tickets are obtainable from Gill Miles: 

Phone:  07786 962200 
E-mail:  gill.miles@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk  
By post:  32 Farriers Road, Epsom KT17 1LP 

Ideas for future events 
What else would you like to see? If you have some great ideas for future events then please let 
Gill know – she’d love to hear from you.  

The 200 Club – help the party and win a prize 
One of the easiest ways to help the party raise funds is the 200 Club. Tickets cost £1 per month, 
and you can hold more than one ticket. Half the proceeds are returned as prize money, and the 
remainder helps pay for our campaigning work.   

                
 
If you are interested in joining then please fill in the form on the back page of this newsletter, and 
send it to Bryan Shepherd at the address shown on the form. 
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EPSOM & EWELL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM 
 
To: 
Bryan Shepherd 
34 Greville Park Road 
Ashtead, Surrey 
KT21 2QT 
 
I wish to join the Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club.  
 
Name  ………………………………………Signed ……………………………… 
   
Address  ……………………………………………………………………….. 
    
Post Code ………….  Date ……………………………… 
 
 
Amount £        .00   On 1st                        And Every   * 1/12      months thereafter 
 
 
  
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To The Manager                                                                                   Bank plc 
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Post Code ……………………….…………………………………………… 
 
    
Please pay to the HSBC Bank plc, 54 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DS ( Sorting Code 
40-20-24 ) for the credit of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club, Account no. 
31550551, the sum of:  
   
Amount in words  ………………………………………Amount in figures     £        .00 
 
Commencing:  On 1st                          And Thereafter Every    * 1/12        months 
 
until further notice, and debit *my/our account accordingly 
 
Account to be debited ………………………………………Account No. ……………………… 
 
Signature(s)  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date   …………………………….. 
  * Delete as appropriate 
 
 
 
Printed, promoted and published by Nigel Pavey, 16 Sunnymede Avenue, West Ewell, KT19 9TJ 
on behalf of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats. 


