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THE KEY – October 2017 

 

The newsletter of Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrats 

Message from Prospective Parliamentary Candidate and Chair, Stephen Gee 

The famous adage that a week is a long time in politics should now probably be 
changed to a day is a long time.  We do seem to live in the most extraordinary 
times, where the Tory party tears itself apart with the most spectacular in-
fighting. It does take me back to the 1990s, and the Maastricht rebels who made 
John Major’s time so miserable.  He at least had some authority, particularly 
when he called their bluff and stood down for a leadership election.  

I didn’t think I would ever look back so fondly at John Major (I will forever think 
of him as the grey man on Spitting Image) but he has made some strong 
positive Remain interventions on Brexit, and now, amazingly, he seems like a 

voice of sanity and reason.  Meanwhile Theresa May has no authority and lurches from crisis to 
crisis.  The cabinet seems completely divided and any idea of collective cabinet responsibility is 
long since gone.  The only thing that is stopping the Tory party from taking the decisive action it 
needs is the fear that ultimately they could lose a General Election to “Oh Jeremy Corbyn”. 

So we limp on, and Brexit, the most important issue the country has faced since the Second World 
War, gets caught up in the Tory drama.  There is one small silver lining: I am increasingly 
convinced that we won’t actually leave the EU, or if we do it will be with full access to the single 
market.  So very little would change – other than our ability to take part in the decision-making.  

Deal or no deal? 

Wishful thinking?  Well, not entirely.  If there was no deal, I believe the government would lose a 
vote in Parliament on it.  Then our departure would have to be suspended in some way.  We 
would have to go back to the drawing board, or have a referendum – and probably a General 
Election.  Jeremy Corbyn has now said that Labour would vote against ‘no deal’ (which is certainly 
much worse than a bad deal) and there are enough sensible remaining Tories who would also 
vote against.  I don’t think there is any chance of it passing. 

The only deal I believe that would now pass Parliament is one where full access to the single 
market was still available.  If that does come forward it will be passed with Labour support.  The 
Tory hard Brexiteers would be up in arms, and the Tory party might split forever.  So we would 
have come full circle: David Cameron called the unnecessary referendum to unite his party, and 
deal with the Europe issue and the UKIP threat, but the outcome could still leave the Europe issue 
festering away forever in Tory ranks. 

The voice of reason 

Meanwhile it’s understandable that the sensible Liberal Democrat voice struggles to be heard.  
There is so much news around the Tories and the Corbyn cult – let alone news from abroad, and 
the trumpeting of The Donald – that it’s difficult for anything else to cut through.  But I see that 
Vince Cable is gradually getting heard; that the strong message we give on Europe and the radical 
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policy agenda he is developing will gain traction.  There have been occasional flickers in the polls, 
and the more the general chaos continues, the more we will be seen as the voice of reason. 

I attended our conference in Bournemouth last month.  It was a slightly lower key affair than the 
Labour one, but by all accounts had a much better atmosphere and positive spirit than the Tories.  
Vince’s speech was amusing and well thought through.  He isn’t the most inspiring speaker, but he 
kept his voice, there were no comedians in the audience and the set had been properly glued 
together!  

Epsom & Ewell was well represented: I took part in the main auditorium discussion on the General 
Election and manifesto, David Buxton opened and proposed the policy debate on disability and I’m 
sure we all contributed (along with John Payne) to the vast quantities of alcohol consumed as we 
sang into the early hours of the morning at the Glee Club.  I really enjoyed my few days in 
Bournemouth, and it was noticeable that there was a much younger crowd.  

Getting involved in Epsom and Ewell  

The #LibDemFightback starts at the grass roots: getting representatives elected locally and 
showing the difference that our elected representatives can make.  It will take hard work and effort, 
but the County Election and the General Election showed that we could gain vote share whatever 
the national trend.  

We are determined as a group to now push on and gain seats back in College, Stamford and 
Town wards at the Borough elections in May 2019.  And there are some other rather big political 
moments coming in March 2019, so we have to be ready for anything! 

To win in the three wards will need a lot of activity over the next 18 months.  There will be plenty to 
do: design, production and delivery of our Focus newsletter; street stalls and street surveys; 
canvassing; and raising our profile on social media.  We need to be seen and to be heard, and we 
need to get all 200 members involved – so please use the membership survey to let us know how 
you can help. 

Most importantly we need candidates in place for the three target wards, so we need nine 
motivated individuals who want to make a difference and are willing to stand.  I certainly hope that 
by the end of October we will have sorted who they may be.  Please do contact me if you are 
interested, at stephen.gee1@outlook.com or by phone on 07973 209964. 

Gulland’s Gossip 

David Gulland is our Membership Development Officer, and he is now producing the excellent 
Gulland’s Gossip, a more light-hearted view of what is going on locally.  Do engage with it as a 
complement to The Key, and better still, send him any ideas you have for future editions.  You can 
reach David at MDO@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk. For issue 1 click here. 

Also look out for the survey that David sent out recently.  Our membership has nearly doubled 
since the referendum, and the survey is your chance to tell us what issues you’re passionate 
about and how you’d like to get involved.  To respond on line, click here. 

Help run your local party 

If you’re not sure that campaigning is your cup of tea then perhaps you have skills that you could 
contribute in other ways, to help with the administration of the local party.  We’ll be electing our 
Executive Committee at the AGM in November, and new candidates are always welcome.  Please 
don’t be shy in coming forward – it would be great to have some new blood on the Executive. 

mailto:stephen.gee1@outlook.com
mailto:MDO@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
https://epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk/en/document/gullands-gossip/issue-1-october-2017.pdf
http://e-e.lib.dm/EEmems
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Annual General Meeting – Thursday 9th November 2017 

From our secretary David Gourley  

All members are invited to our AGM, which will be at 8.00pm on Thursday 9th November, at 
Bourne Hall.  Watch out for the evening car park charge – just 40p but tiresome if one hasn’t any 
change! Refreshments are available from 7.30pm.  The agenda for the meeting is attached.  

We start with a talk (followed by questions) by our guest speaker.  I am delighted to tell you that 
this year our speaker will be Daniel Elkeles, the Chief Executive of our local NHS Trust.  His talk 
will be followed by questions and answers.   

Daniel joined the NHS management training scheme from university.  Much of his early 
management career was in South West London including at both Epsom and St Helier hospitals.  
He was Deputy CEO and Chief Operating Officer at North West London Hospitals, flu director for 
London and most recently he was the chief officer for five clinical commissioning groups in 
Northwest London.  Daniel lives locally with his family.   

There has never been a time in my recollection when the NHS hasn’t been at the heart of British – 
and local – politics.  I think I speak for all of us when I say that we love the NHS but think that in 
various ways it could be better.  This will be a unique opportunity to hear from, and then ask 
questions of, the head of our local Trust.  Daniel met some of our members at the ‘Pints and 
Politics’ meeting held on 12th September; I wasn’t able to attend myself, but by all accounts it was 
a very interesting evening.  I am pleased therefore to have the chance to hear from him – whilst  
those present at the ‘Pints and Politics’ meeting might welcome a second chance to raise points 
not raised first time! 

Following at 9.00pm will be the formal AGM business.  As will be seen from the agenda we are 
electing the members of our Executive Committee, to take office from 1st January 2018.   We 
would be delighted to welcome anyone new to the Executive so do give consideration to whether 
you would like to join us and by all means find out more by asking at the meeting what is entailed.  

Regional conference and AGM  

I am also bringing to your attention the AGM and Conference of our South East Region, which 
brings together local parties from Surrey, East and West Sussex, and Kent.  This takes place soon 
after ours:  Saturday 11th November in Reigate.   

Speakers include: Tom Brake MP, Lord Graham Tope, Stephen Lloyd MP, Catherine Bearder 
MEP, Baroness Kate Parminter, Liz Leffman Chair of the English Party and Antony Hook our 
European Spokesperson.  Training sessions are also available.   

Tickets for this event can be purchased at  http://buytickets.at/seregionliberaldemocrats/104270 

Pints and Politics 

Our last Pints and Politics for this year is on Thursday 23rd November. 

The meetings are all held in the Abele room at The Haywain in Epsom. It’s central, has plenty of 
parking, and is also close to bus and train services.  The full address is: 

The Haywain, 2-4, St. Margaret Drive, Epsom, KT18 7LB 

We gather from 7.30pm, allowing time to get a drink before the discussion starts at 8pm. We 
usually finish about 10pm.  

http://buytickets.at/seregionliberaldemocrats/104270
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Social Events in 2017  

The hard-working Social & Fundraising team, led by Nigel Pavey, organise and host several 
events during the year.  We now have over 200 members in Epsom and Ewell – come along to 
one of our social events and get to know your fellow Lib Dems. 

Events for this year: 

Saturday 18th November – Coffee Morning 

10.30am to 12.30pm. Venue to be advised. 

Saturday 9th December – Festive Dinner  

7pm to 10.30pm, at Derek & Sandra Harwood’s, 38 West Farm Close, Ashtead, KT21 2LJ. Tickets 
£15.00. 

Tickets for all events are available from Nigel Pavey, 16 Sunnymede Ave, West Ewell. KT19 9TJ. 
Phone: 020 8394 0472.  Email: NigelPavey@hotmail.com  

The 200 Club – help the party and win a prize 

One of the easiest ways to help the party raise funds is the 200 Club.  Tickets cost £1 per month, 
and you can hold more than one ticket.  Half the proceeds are returned as prize money, and the 
remainder helps pay for our campaigning work.   

                

 

If you are interested in joining then please fill in the form on the back page of this newsletter, and 
send it to Bryan Shepherd at the address shown on the form. 

 

  

mailto:NigelPavey@hotmail.com
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EPSOM & EWELL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM 

 
To: 
Bryan Shepherd 
34 Greville Park Road 
Ashtead, Surrey 
KT21 2QT 
 
I wish to join the Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club.  
 
Name  ………………………………………Signed ……………………………… 
   
Address  ……………………………………………………………………….. 
    
Post Code ………….  Date ……………………………… 
 
 

Amount £        .00   On 1st                        And Every   * 1/12      months thereafter 

 

 

  
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To The Manager                                                                                   Bank plc 
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 
 
  ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Post Code ……………………….…………………………………………… 
 
    
Please pay to the HSBC Bank plc, 54 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DS ( Sorting Code 
40-20-24 ) for the credit of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats 200 Club, Account no. 
31550551, the sum of:  
   

Amount in words  ………………………………………Amount in figures     £        .00 

 

Commencing:  On 1st                          And Thereafter Every    * 1/12        months 

 
until further notice, and debit *my/our account accordingly 
 
Account to be debited ………………………………………Account No. ……………………… 
 
Signature(s)  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date   …………………………….. 

  * Delete as appropriate 

 
 
Printed, promoted and published by Nigel Pavey, 16 Sunnymede Avenue, West Ewell, KT19 9TJ 
on behalf of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats. 


