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“Council should do more on
the Climate Emergency”
At Epsom & Ewell Council’s Budget
meeting in February, Liberal Democrat
councillor David Gulland criticised the
Residents’ Party council for its lack of
action in tackling climate change.
“Despite having an Action Plan, we still have no
funds allocated to specific actions, such as
reducing our own council’s emissions,” said
David after the meeting.
“It was very
disappointing that renewable energy sources
have been ruled out in the course of buying new
boilers for a council owned building. Contrast
this with South Cambridgeshire Council, which
is spending nearly 10% of its £70m budget to
pursue climate change issues, whereas Epsom &
Ewell Council is spending £0 of its £48m budget

on those same issues.”
For the second year running, David called for the
council to ensure its investments are directed
towards companies with green credentials. with
its own stated values. “They just don’t seem to
be prepared to do it,” said David.
Cllr Julie Morris added "This RA council just
doesn't get it. The climate emergency is low
priority. It isn't an emergency at all to them.
There's really been very little change since the
Action Plan was adopted in 2019. It's all just
words."
The borough council’s part of your rates (about
10% of the total) will rise this year by 2.38%.
More council issues on page 2

Work completed on
rifle butts alley
A success for David Gulland
as red tape was cleared and
work to resurface Rifle Butts
Alley got going at last.
The photos show David at the start
of the work on the footpath, and
some of the completed surface.
David was able to get this work done
by accessing funds held within the
Council’s ‘Community Infrastructure
Levy’ – see page 3 for more on this
process and how we may be able to
help with your idea to improve our
Borough.

Local Action - Global Values

“SOMETHING TOXIC”
The Town Hall is still in disarray. Even a Residents’ Party councillor, also a committee chairman,
recently asked “Is it me or is there something toxic currently in our system?”
Although a restructuring process is underway, it is taking time for the new arrangement to settle in.
Most temporary and interim staff have been replaced by permanent employees, one of which is a
new Head of Planning (thankfully!). The future of the Town Hall itself is under review and options to
relocate are being considered.
Meanwhile .… the problems continue:

PLANNING
The backlog of planning applications is slowly
reducing. The contract with the original
outsourcing company has been terminated and
other arrangements put in place that are proving
more effective – but you may still have some delays
in your application. Please contact Julie or David
if you need assistance.
The Planning Committee has refused several major
planning applications recently, e.g. the multi-storey
car park at Epsom Hospital. Applicants are taking
the council’s decisions to Appeal, and the Council
will have to defend its decisions to refuse the
applications to the Planning Inspectorate. To do
this, the council has earmarked a further £190,000
to pay the associated legal costs.
Apart from the sheer cost, the other downside is
that, if the council keeps losing Appeals after it has
refused planning applications, the government
could take over the council’s planning function and
the council will lose its powers to decide on major
applications entirely.
The threshold for intervention is 10% of major
decisions overturned at appeal in a two-year
period. Just last month (February), Uttlesford
District Council in Essex lost its ability to
determine major planning applications for this very
reason. The council is run by the ‘independent’
party Residents for Uttlesford. Sound familiar?

LOCAL PLAN
A major problem in determining planning
applications is that Epsom & Ewell still has no
Local Plan. This is a document which sets out local
planning policies and can be used to refuse
planning permission. The previous Local Plan is old
and out-of-date, so the Planning Committee has to
use national planning guidance.
The council has been sitting on its hands for years,
but at last something is happening with an
assessment of possible development sites. See
www.epsom-ewell-localplan.co.uk for more details.

ALLOTMENTS
The post of Allotments
Officer has been
scrapped by the
council and the
function has been
subsumed into the
Streetcare Officer’s
brief. Allotment
holders have not
been consulted or
kept informed during
these changes.
Julie Morris set up a
meeting of
representatives from
allotment sites to discuss the issues arising
from this change. As a result, a letter has
been sent to the council asking for clarity
about what is going on, how plots are going
to be let this year and what the new
procedures are after the Allotments Officer
post was scrapped. There has been no
response so far.

HOUSING
The Liberal Democrat council in Mole
Valley successfully challenged the Govt's
housing targets for Mole Valley and the
revised Plan now aims for fewer houses and
flats than previously, down by nearly 25%.
“Just about everyone thinks the Epsom & Ewell
targets are unrealistic” says Julie Morris, “so
why aren’t we doing the same here?”

CLIMATE CHANGE
The Climate ChangeWorking Group
created by the council to put its Climate
Action Plan into operation has been
reconvened after 3 years and a new
dedicated member of staff has been
employed (after the last one resigned).
New boilers are urgently needed at the
Wellbeing Centre in Sefton Road, but the
works will not include installing solar panels
or any renewable energy sources despite the
council's aim to be carbon neutral by 2035.

LOCAL NEWS
Do you have ideas for a local project?

CHALK PIT UPDATE

Our borough council has money available for
local projects from a planning charge made
against developers which is then invested in
community facilities.
Known as the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL), this fund is what paid for the CCTV
installed
in
Alexandra
Recreation Ground 18
months
ago
(pictured) and the
resurfacing of Rifle
Butts Alley. There
are
numerous
rules about how
CIL can be used,
but please contact
Julie Morris with
your ideas (see
back page).

At a Surrey County Council Planning
Committee meeting on 23 February the
hugely controversial planning application for
the increased activity at the Chalk Pit site was
approved by 6 votes to 4.

Julie and David measuring
up for one of the CCTV cameras

“Some of the County Councillors are clearly
out of touch with reality” said David Gulland,
“as one of them equated living next to the
Chalk Pit industrial site to his living next to a
bus stop!
“The many valid points raised by local
residents pointing out the defects with the
officer’s report and recommendation were
not, in our opinion, adequately addressed. It
seemed that both the officers and the
majority of the Councillors just wanted to
approve the application and put this whole
sad story behind them. We now hope the
Secretary of State will step in.”

Covid memorial seats are planned for Epsom &
Ewell, one to be located in each of the 13 wards.

Success for Julie’s idea.
At the December Council meeting, Julie Morris
proposed that the council should investigate
having tours around the Borough to promote our
heritage (and make a little bit of money).
The council will now appoint an Arts & Culture
Officer who will develop a cultural strategy to
promote Epsom & Ewell’s rich history and
support cultural opportunities across the borough.
Don't
forget the
café at
Alexandra
Rec now
has an
indoors
bit! Please
support
this local
business
Local resident Sarah (L), who regularly litter picks in
Alexandra Rec, and Michaela who runs the Park View
Cafe which has space inside the pavilion during the
winter months.

A moment of unity. David Gulland and representatives
of other political parties oppose the application for the
Chalk Pit.

The Top car park on the Downs
Surrey County Council (SCC) has now closed its
consultation on the proposal to close the access
road to the Top car park on the
Downs until midday every day.
The proposal, which
originated from the
Conservators, is due to the
increased use of the Downs
during the lockdown.
Many residents, including David
and Julie, objected to the proposal. It seems to
be a draconian solution to a problem which
didn’t appear to exist previously, and it would
also significantly reduce access to the Downs for
those with mobility issues.
At the time of going to press, SCC had not made
a public decision.

(INTER)NATIONAL NEWS
… that still affects us all

Lack of leadership over climate change

Believe it or not…

The local council is not alone in
dragging its feet on climate
change, or in being consistent in
its plans. Despite the national
government’s
words
around
seeking to reach net carbon
neutral by 2050 and its efforts in developing new “green jobs”,
recent data from the Office for National Statistics showed “no
significant change” in turnover and job numbers in the sector
compared with six years earlier.
We suppose that while we have a Prime Minister who takes a plane
from Glasgow to London to have dinner with friends and a Foreign
Secretary who is happy to spend £500,000 of your money on a
private jet to visit Australia, then we will continue to have a gap
between words and actions.

THIS IS
“STRONG
GOVERNMENT”

By the time you read this, we don't know what the situation in Ukraine
will be. At time of writing, the Russian invasion is still ongoing. This
attack is an assault on liberal democracy and the rights of national selfdetermination. We believe that:
• The British government must provide as much humanitarian
support to the Ukrainian people as possible
• We must welcome Ukrainian refugees, especially those who are at
greatest risk of persecution under Putin
• We must impose the most punitive sanctions on Russia as soon as
possible

Amid the ongoing saga of
partygate and flatgate and
all the other Boris-gates,
one fact tends to get
overlooked.
This
is
that
the
Conservatives were elected
as the governing party in
the general election of 2019
with just 43.6% of the vote
or fewer than 3 in 10 of
those entitled to vote.
What we have now is what
supporters of the current
First Past the Post voting
system like to call “Strong
Government”.
Who’d’a
believed it? Time to change
to a fair voting system, we
say!

How can the Lib Dem team help you?
Use the space below to to contact David, Andre and Julie, your local Lib Dem team.
(Please give your contact details, so that the team can get in touch about the issues you’ve raised.)

Other ways to contact your
local LIB DEM councillors:

Cllr. Julie Morris
Tel: 01372 744297

Cllr. David Gulland
Tel: 07801 573431
Name: ___________________________
House No: ____

Post Code: ___________

Tel: ___________________ Email: ____________________________
The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information on the topics you have
requested. Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/
privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk

Make sure you get julie and david’s monthly
email updates Covering local issues … and more!
Go to www.epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk/en/subscribe-by-email

Address: 7 Bridge Road, Epsom,
KT17 4AN
Email: college-focus@
epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
Website: www.epsom-ewelllibdems.org.uk
Facebook: Epsom Lib Dems
(Our site is updated weekly,
sometimes daily)
17 Links Road, Epsom, KT17 3PP. 1/3/2022

