FOCUS
Councillors Bid for Local Funding
Thanks to ideas from local residents in response to our article in the last
FOCUS newsletter, Julie and David have now submitted three bids to the
council for funds raised by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).
The CIL is a planning charge made against
developers which must then be invested in
community facilities.

Julie shows the
dilapidated state of
existing notice boards

The three bids are for:

�

funding for power-washing, weed-killing and
repainting nine well used tennis courts,
including the three courts in Alexandra Rec.
The council has a separate bid with the Lawn
Tennis Association to part-fund complete
resurfacing of some courts but these did not
form part of that bid;

�

replacing notice boards in all the borough's
allotment sites. Currently most are not fit for
purpose while others don’t exist at all. Notice boards mean that there can be proper
communication to and between allotment holders at all the sites (some have over 200 plots);

�

new playground equipment in Alexandra Rec, some of which is coming to the end of its useful life.

Lib Dems call for action on school places for Ukrainian children
Liberal Democrat county councillors highlighted in May the experience of
Ukrainian school-age children who have arrived to live with their hosts in Surrey
under the government's Homes for Ukraine Scheme but are still waiting to secure
a place at a local school. At that time, figures from Surrey County Council (SCC) which runs
the county’s schools' admissions process showed that less than
half the school aged children who had arrived in Surrey had
been offered a school place. SCC has since promised that
schools will make space for all Ukrainian refugee children even those at capacity.
“These children have already gone through unimaginable
horrors and it is unacceptable that bureaucracy is now an
obstacle to them settling into their new lives,” said Lance
Spencer, one of the 14 Lib Dem county councillors.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE RESIGNS

We reported in the last issue of FOCUS that a senior Residents’ Party
councillor, had recently asked “is there something toxic currently in our system?”

CHALK PIT UPDATE

Now the Town Hall is in further disarray caused by the surprise resignation of the Council’s
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), who left at rather short notice. The former CEO had overall
responsibility for the day-to-day running of the council.

The wildlife sanctuary we fought so hard
for is a shambles, says Julie Morris.

Council officers and the Environment
Agency have finally taken enforcement
action at the Chalk Pit.

That news may have been the cause of many of the planned Committee meetings during
May being cancelled.

The Environment Agency has served a
Suspension Notice on the main operator
within the pit area, preventing use of the
trommel (which separates the waste and
causes most noise and dust). The notice is
valid for 6 months or until they can minimise
the nuisance. The access road has been
resurfaced.

A small area of land in Mill Road, Epsom,
designed to offer protection to displaced wildlife
from an adjacent development, is not important
to the council apparently.

An interim CEO could be recruited although some councils manage without one at all. As
this edition of Focus goes to print, EEBC has scheduled a "private" meeting of the whole
council to decide what to do. We don't understand why this discussion
is in private when a new CEO is surely of public interest.
Some progress is finally being made on a new Local Plan for the
borough. However, the costs are ever increasing. £1.33m has now
been allocated to this project. It could well cost more by the time
the Plan is actually legally adopted. Moreover, the timetable
means that a full draft of our Local Plan will still not be ready for
public consultation until September 2023.
Local Liberal Democrats believe that our Local Plan needs to
address the following urgent issues:
Well-insulated homes can save
money and lives. In the winter of
2018-19, 17,000 lives were lost due to cold housing conditions,
the highest since 1976. The UK’s cold weather mortality rate
ranks amongst the worst in the world. Our Local Plan should
therefore impose higher requirements than the minimum,
following the lead of our neighbour Mole Valley’s recent Local
Plan.

Energy Efficiency

Energy usage in our homes accounts for 14% of
UK emissions. To tackle the climate crisis, we
know that we must urgently reduce our carbon footprint. So, as well as concentrating on
insulation, our Local Plan should require all new builds to do as much as possible to generate
their own source of power and heating, through solar panels and air or ground-source heat
pumps. FOCUS team member Andre Kubicek (pictured) adds “Our own council should also
show some innovative thinking by leading the way in its own buildings and council premises
such as our car parks.”

Climate Crisis

A Local Plan sets out how the local authority intends to meet, or why it
cannot meet, the centrally set target for new houses. The government’s
target for Epsom & Ewell is 579 new homes each year. However, the Local Plan recently
published by Mole Valley robustly and successfully challenged their centrally set target. Our
Local Plan also needs to provide a robust explanation of why the government’s target of 579 is
inappropriate and unachievable.

Housing Targets

IDLING CAN NOW BE FINED
Epsom & Ewell Council have finally agreed to clamp
down on motorists idling in their cars, following a
Liberal Democrat motion to council last year. Idling is
prohibited within the borough and can lead to a
warning, which, if ignored, could lead to a penalty of
£20, rising to £40. More details can be found on the
council’s website ( just search for ‘idling’).

Refuse collection and removal is not affected
by the Suspension Notice, merely operations
of the trommel.
In further action, Epsom & Ewell council has
served
Community
Protection
Warning
(CPW) notices on all
operators in the rim
area, one of whom
is proven (via data
collection) to be
responsible
for
80% of the noise
problem.
A
Community
Protection Notice
(CPN) for this
company would
be the next step.
Air
pollution
m o n i t o r i n g
c o n t i n u e s
throughout the site.
FOCUS
team
member
James Lawrence (pictured at the Chalk Pit), a
teacher at Epsom College, commented “at
last the authorities are doing something
about residents’ concerns. We urge residents
to continue to report any further nuisance.”

GREEN SURVEY FEEDBACK
“Good policies - go further!” That was the
verdict of one local resident in our Green Survey
(included with the previous edition of FOCUS).
A big thank you to the many local residents who
responded. From “cheap, environmentallyfriendly housing” to “more habitats for wildlife”
and “encouraging eating less meat and dairy”,
you have given us lots of ideas to take forward.
WE STILL WANT YOUR VIEWS, so you can still
fill the survey in at E-E.LIB.DM/GREENSURVEY

Local residents fought for long-lasting metal
railings and a proper gate to access the site, but
the council has approved new chain-link fencing
on disintegrating concrete posts instead. A legal
agreement was attached to
the planning permission
for the housing nearby,
which should have
seen the wildlife area
properly managed in
the future. Whether
the terms of that
agreement will be
fulfilled is once again
down to the Planning
Department.

ALLOTMENT UPDATE
The council seems to be making progress
with letting vacant plots, but there are still
many that are vacant and overgrown (see
photo).
Part of the problem is that the tenancy year
runs from April to March. A whole planting
season is often lost with the council chasing
up non-payers in April and May before they
are able to allocate a vacant plot to new
tenants mid summer, far too late in the year
for the new tenant to clear, seed and harvest
the plot.
Julie Morris is investigating if the payment
year can start in January.

NEWS FROM OUTSIDE COLLEGE WARD
… that’s still interesting to us in College Ward
We send our congratulations to Richard Foord, the
Liberal Democrat candidate in the recent Tiverton &
Honiton by-election, who won one of the safest
Conservative seats in the country with a massive
swing of 30% to the Lib Dems.
If even half that change in voting patterns were
repeated at the next election here in Epsom & Ewell,
we would see our first Lib Dem MP elected here too!
David Gulland was a trustee at the start
of the Horton Chapel project, so is
delighted that the restoration is
complete and the chapel has now
opened as an arts and heritage centre.
“It is a great example of what dynamic
local people can achieve,” he said.

The winning team

The photo above shows the rather
magnificent cafeteria space, so do pop in
for a coffee and keep an eye on events
happening at the centre. Various spaces
are also available for private hire.

Lib Dem leader Ed Davey with new MP Richard
Foord after the party’s latest historic win

David also gave his support to the business proposal allowing
residents of the Wells estate to reopen the Wells Community
Centre. The vote by the council’s Strategy & Resources committee
to back the proposal was the culmination of many years’ hard work
by Wells residents. The council had previously planned to
demolish the centre to build flats. We wish the Wells residents well
and hope the new centre will be up and running before too long.

How can the Lib Dem team help you?
Use the space below to to contact Julie, David and your local Lib Dem team.
(Please give your contact details, so that the team can get in touch about the issues you’ve raised.)

Other ways to contact your
local LIB DEM councillors:

Cllr. Julie Morris
Tel: 01372 744297

Cllr. David Gulland
Tel: 07801 573431
Name: ___________________________
House No: ____

Post Code: ___________

Tel: ___________________ Email: ____________________________
The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information on the topics you have
requested. Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/
privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk

Make sure you get julie and david’s monthly
email updates Covering local issues … and more!
Go to www.epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk/en/subscribe-by-email
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