FOCUS
AT LAST …

ACTION ON CHALK PIT
Things are moving at last.
Noise and dust monitoring is underway.
The Chair of the County Council's Planning Committee
has been contacted directly (by Liberal Democrats, RA
and Conservatives) concerning the planning application
to extend operations at the Chalk Pit.
The Borough's Director of Operations is involved.
Fortnightly meetings are taking place.
And the application has now been deferred until
November.
It is essential that all disturbances continue to be
reported either by phone to 0800 80 70 60 or by email
to Incident_Communication_Service@environmentagency.gov.uk

Back the Green Recovery Plan
While the Conservatives are
taking us backwards in the
fight against climate change,
the Liberal Democrats have
published a five-point green
recovery plan in the run up to
COP26 which begins in
Glasgow on 31st October.
1. Save the British
Countryside by cleaning up
our waterways, restoring peat
bogs and planting trees.
2. Green Every Home by

upgrading insulation in all
existing homes by 2030 and
requiring all new homes to be
eco-friendly.

3. Get 80% of Britain’s
electricity from Green Energy
by 2030.
4. Ensure Clean Air for Kids
by creating safe walking,
cycling and public transport
routes to school as part of a
£20 billion Clean Air Fund.
5. Invest £40 billion in rail,
buses, trams and electric
vehicles.
To back the plan, go to https://
change.libdems.org.uk/green

Local Action - Global Values

We are really concerned
about the operations of
Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council at the moment.
Dealing with the
pandemic has
undoubtedly had its
challenges for staff and
EEBC is a small local
authority, but the staff
turnover has been quite
extraordinary and there
are big gaps in efficiency,
as evidenced by other
articles in this newsletter.
The RA (Residents’
Association) calls itself
non-political, but runs the
council as the ruling
group. It has 32 of our
38 councillors at the
moment, so has a huge
majority and can do
virtually what it likes.
Some legal work is being
outsourced at great

Julie is not
impressed by
Town Hall
inefficiencies.

expense without the
Strategy Committee ever
having discussed it. Some
Policy Committee agendas
have been so trivial that
meetings have only taken
about half an hour.
Many residents are not
getting written replies or
call backs - and that applies
to us councillors as well!
Julie Morris says "I have
been a councillor for most
of the time since 1997
during which time the RA
has always been in control,
but I have never known this
local authority in such a
state of disorganisation.
It's really worrying,
especially when Surrey
County Council seems to
be continuing with its
ambition to run the whole
of Surrey at the expense of
local democracy."

THE WRONG SIGNS
Three are wrong. The Post office
moved ages ago! Come on EEBC,
give us the right signs (plus one
for the train station please).

The borough council's latest
Annual Plan suggests the

We
have
responded
to
numerous residents who are
frustrated by the current backlog
of planning applications.
There are hundreds waiting
for a decision.
This is a result of several things:
planning staff being deployed
on other tasks during the
pandemic, planning staff leaving or retiring, a plethora of
applications because of planning reforms, difficulty in
recruiting staff.
It's a perfect storm perhaps and some other authorities are
having similar problems. But there is no excuse for EEBC not
responding to emails and telephone calls from residents
waiting for information.
Some planning matters have even been outsourced to try and
reduce the backlog.

planting of just ten trees over a
12 months period.
Compare this risible number
with London Borough of
Sutton's achievement of
planting 2,000 trees over the
same length of time.
It is true that Sutton council (run
by the Liberal Democrats)
controls planting alongside
roads (Epsom has to deal with

Surrey County Council for these)
but it still highlights the failure
of those running our local council.
Apparently the council needs a
"tree planting policy". Doesn't it
have one already??
At a recent meeting, your
councillors voted AGAINST this
Annual Plan as action on climate
change and other issues was
woefully lacking.

MILL ROAD WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
It seems developers have taken matters into their own hands with regard
to the fencing round the wildlife sanctuary.
Despite suggestions put forward by potential trustees of the site, they have
erected cheap chain-link fencing and fixed it to disintegrating concrete
posts. They have put in "gates" at ground level which seem really small and
were not what was required.
We are regularly reporting problems with this site to the council, which
have included Sunday working. It's disheartening to see all our hard work
saving this site for wildlife (the Planning Inspector having upheld the
provision of a wildlife site on Appeal) be almost ignored.

SOME GOOD NEWS ON RE-HOMING AFGHAN FAMILIES
Our borough will provide homes for 5 Afghan families. Homes for 2 families were initially
suggested by council officers but there was cross-party support to increase this to 5 homes after
a vote at a meeting of the full Council. Most Surrey boroughs are providing a similar number.
There is government funding available to support this and the council will work with the Epsom
& Ewell Refugee Network to put the policy into place.

HAVE YOUR SAY
ON SURREY’S TRANSPORT PLAN - AND ON WARD BOUNDARIES
Surrey County Council's Transport Plan is now available for
comment. You can read and comment on the plan at
https://surreyltp4.commonplace.is.
Local Lib Dems have suggested that new
segregated cycleways should be created
alongside railway lines, where for the most part,
there is plenty of land to do this. We already have
a great network of direct routes, so why not make
more use of them? This suggestion has lots of
issues attached to it but surely something worth
considering for the future.
The deadline for on-line comments is 24th October.
If you miss the on-line deadline, we believe the email
address surreytransportplan@surreycc.gov.uk is likely
to be available for comments after that date.

The Boundaries Commission has now
published its recommendations for
ward boundary changes in Epsom
& Ewell.
They propose a new ward,
named Horton, covering the
former hospital sites and that
the
overall
number
of
councillors be reduced from
38 to 35, with several wards
(not College Ward) electing
only 2 councillors in the future.
Go to https://consultation.lgbce.
org.uk/node/27356 to view and
comment on the proposals.

BORIS’ BROKEN BRITAIN
With petrol queues across Britain (but not in Northern Ireland), severe problems in the pig and
turkey industries, gas prices out of control, a botched “plan”
to address social care, confusion over planning regulations,
lack of detail on addressing the Climate Crisis and many
other failures, the Tory's Brexit Britain is broken.
The Liberal Democrats would work to resolve the root cause
of these issues, rather than Boris’s piffle-paffle approach to
policy. For example we have a comprehensive green recovery
plan (see front page) which has been published in the run up
to COP26.
You can read about the many other policies agreed at the
recent Lib Dem conference, including how we would start
rebuilding our ties with Europe, at https://bit.ly/3opUSrS

This was a worthwhile event but unfortunately it passed many
people by, some residents contacting us after the event.
There were talks by the leaders of local political parties at St
Martins Church (Julie spoke for the Lib Dems - see photo) and
an "Eco Fair" where wildlife and environmental groups had
pitches.
Events like this need "slap in the face" advertising, so banners at
entrances to the town centre and posters well in advance next
time will help to attract visitors.
Sites you can visit to find out more are Facebook public sites
sustainable epsom and ewell, greenway terracycle, hookfield
terracycle, epsom lib dems as well as Surrey Wildlife Trust's website.
Or get involved with our local volunteer group Epsom & Ewell Tree
Advisory Board (contact epsomandewelltab@gmail.com).

HOSPITAL BUS LEAVES PASSENGERS IN TOWN CENTRE
Twice during the summer the last section of the 293 bus route,
from Epsom High Street to Epsom Hospital, was cancelled for
several days due to obstructions in Woodcote Road. This
was on the return leg of the journey, not on the outward
route via Dorking Road (A24) where there was no
problem.
But those heading for the hospital were ordered off the
bus in the town centre with no alternative to a long walk
or an expensive taxi.
FOCUS team supporter Phil Pavey wrote twice to Transport
for London (tfl) but received only vague general apologies
about service cancellations sometimes being inevitable.
But he learnt from a driver that the bus could not turn round at the hospital and go back the same
way solely because an extra staff member is needed for this manoeuvre due to health and safety.
So, for skimping on a conductor, very many people including elderly or lower income patients and
visitors, were caused delay and expense for this vital journey.
We have pressed that this crucial link should never be cut. We don't believe a bus can never turn
round and we encourage affected passengers to complain to tfl on 0343 222 1234 if this happens
again.

Sign up for our email updates at www.e-e.lib.dm/en/subscribe-by-email
17 Links Road, Epsom, KT17 3PP

We want to hear from you...
Please use the space below to let us know your views, or
give details of any issues you would like to raise with us:-

Contact your local
LIB DEM councillors:

Cllr. Julie Morris
Tel: 01372 744297

Can we keep you
updated with our
news?
Yes

Please leave your details so we can contact you about issues you raise:
Name: ___________________________ House No: ____ Post Code: ___________
Tel: ___________________ Email: ____________________________________________
The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information on the topics you have requested. Any data we
gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email:
data.protection@libdems.org.uk

Return to: 7 Bridge Road, Epsom, KT17 4AN

Cllr. David Gulland
Tel: 07801 573431
Email: college-focus@
epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
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