SUMMER 2020

FOCUS

FROM YOUR LOCAL LIB DEM TEAM: David Gulland, Steve Gee, Andre Kubicek, Julie Morris
As we slowly emerge from lockdown, we hope you are well and safe. Some content in this issue
is the same as in the Focus we were going to deliver to you at the end of March (but couldn't).
So we are picking up where we left off and thank you for your understanding. During the
lockdown we have been sending out regular updates via email and our social media. We will be
continuing to do so and if you would like to receive them either sign-up on our website at
https://epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk/en/subscribe-by-email
or contact David at david.gulland@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk

THANK YOU TO
COUNCIL STAFF

KEEPING ALEXANDRA REC SAFE
Julie Morris and David Gulland, your local Lib
Dem councillors, have met with the Police to
discuss ongoing antisocial behaviour problems
in Alexandra Recreation Ground.
Your College Ward councillors have delivered an
Incident Diary to those who live near the park,
the Martial Arts Centre and the Friends of
Alexandra Park.
This will be completed during
the summer months to gauge if problems return,
and can then be assessed by the Police to see if more patrols are
warranted.
So, please report ANY anti-social behaviour, however insignificant, to the
Police (or let us know so that we can record it). If you'd like a Diary contact
Julie. Your Lib Dem councillors have also made sure that Alexandra
Recreation Ground has been included as a "hot spot" in the council's
Community Safety Action Plan for 2020/21.

PLEASE
PICK
IT UP!

We've received complaints about dog poo in the
Bridle Road area. After 3 emails to the council,
they have agreed to post more warning signs and
stickers there. T he litter bin (half
way up Bridle Road) can be
used for poo bags.
PLEASE pick up if you are
a dog owner - this path is
heavily used by school
children.
Let us know if there is any
deterioration or improvement.

Local Action - Global Values

THE GREEN PAGE
ANDRE’S
AGENDA

The regular column by Andre Kubicek on environmental issues
Watch out for simplified recycling labels
We’re bringing you some excellent recycling news. A shake-up, which
includes most of the major supermarkets and hundreds of suppliers, will
see them switch to a simplified system which will tell consumers to either
‘recycle’ or ‘don’t recycle’.
Under the current system, thousands of products have carried labels
advising consumers to check whether local authorities recycle products.
The new system is far simpler to understand and could prevent large
amounts of packaging such as black plastic being sent to local authorities
by households unaware it ended up going to landfill.

BETTER
RECYCLING

Please make sure you know what can be put in the green bin. It
changed last year. Plastic bottles and food trays (not black trays), metal
cans, paper, cardboard are all good. Plastic film and hard plastic items,
plastic trays, drinks cartons, plasticised foil or wrappers are NOT good.

RECYCLING. FOCUS Team investigations into where our recyclables go has
discovered that 60% of our waste paper and card is exported to India. This is
far from ideal. We are investigating just what happens to it in India. All our
recyclable waste is dealt with by Surrey County Council now, through their UKbased agent, Viridor. Residents deserve to understand what happens to their
recyclable material, including what the end product is, if they are to be
encouraged to recycle more.

ALLOTMENTS. There are still some plots available on the Alexandra allotment site and
the Council has started re-letting vacant plots again. Contact 01372 732000 if you are
interested in a plot.

GREEN BELT. Your Councillors have reported that at a recent meeting of the
Planning Policy Committee it's becoming clear that our Green Belt is under threat.
Agenda papers stated that "... the new Local Plan will have to consider the release of a
small number of large sites located in the Green Belt in order to satisfy the
Government's planning policy requirements." However, the new Local Plan is years
away and the Office of National Statistics has recently announced that housing demand
is likely to be less than previously forecast. Whether or not this will mean central
government is inclined to change its housing targets remains to be seen.
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BURGH HEATH RD.
South Hatch racing
yard has been given
permission
to
develop
by
the
Secretary of State.
The photo on the
right shows the poor
state of the footpath
at the top of Burgh
Heath Road, but this
is apparently not the
responsibility
of
either Epsom & Ewell
or Surrey County
Council. We are still
working on this.

SUCCESS! Appeal Dismissed
on Links Road development
Well done to all the residents of the area, including
David, who have kept up a campaign against these
proposals for some years.
The plans were for
4 houses on land to the rear of 23a to 33 Links
Road and they have been have been thrown out
by the government Planning Inspectorate.

David Gulland inspects the
Burgh Heath Road footpath
during a mobile surgery

The Inspector summed up that “I consider that
the level of impact ... would be severe and that
the … benefits offered by the proposed
development would not balance in favour of
granting planning permission." BUT he also
states "it is acknowledged that the principle of
achieving some development on the appeal site
is acceptable". We will keep you informed.

POLLING STATION AT WALLACE FIELDS JUNIOR SCHOOL
Despite the successful Liberal Democrat Motion to Council in July 2019, many residents
will know that there just wasn't time to find an alternative to using the school for the December general
election which meant that, yet again, it had to close for the day. We were not
aware at the time of our Motion that the council had the power to ignore it!
This year’s Police & Crime Commissioner elections planned for May were
postponed due to the coronavirus outbreak. Prior to that, NESCOT had
agreed to provide a polling station and Wallace Fields Junior school would not
have been used. We expect that for future elections, such as the Surrey
County Council elections next May, this new arrangement will stay in place.

Council Tax - what lies behind the headlines?
One of the final acts of the borough council before the lockdown was to approve a budget for 2020-21.
However, the financial impact of the crisis has been dramatic with increased costs and lost revenue. The
government’s response to local authority requests for support has been confused and confusing. At the time
of writing, Council officers are working on a Recovery Plan including revised forecasts. We will be monitoring
this closely to protect essential services.
For the record, at the Council meeting on 13th February, the increase in Council Tax was set at 2.5%. Various
increases in fees and the overall budget for the coming financial year was also set.

When is 2% not 2%?
The Tory government does not permit local councils to increase Council Tax by more than 2% without holding
a referendum. The ruling Residents’ Association party in Epsom & Ewell proposed this maximum increase.
However, when you received your Council Tax demand, your actual increase was greater than 2%. There are
two reasons for this:

�Your Council Tax also includes the amounts
collected by the borough council on behalf of
Surrey County Council and the Police. These
amounts are increasing by nearly 4%.

SCC
Band D

�Despite the 2% headline, it is permissible to
increase council tax by up to £5 per year for a
Band D property, and other property bands are
then increased in proportion.
The table illustrates this for a Band D and
a Band G property:

Where does the Council’s
income come from?
The Council Tax is only a part of EEBC’s
expected income for 2020/21. The nature of
local authority finance mean that simple
summaries are hard to pull together
consistently. The following are some of the
council’s originally expected key sources for
the coming year:
● EEBC Council Tax: £6.7 million
● Income on investment properties:
£3.1 million
● Net income from car parks:
£2.1 million

Band G

Police

EEBC

TOTAL

2019/20

1,453.50

260.57

198.36

1,912.43

2020/21

1,511.46

270.57

203.31

1,985.34

% Increase

3.99

3.84

2.5

3.81

2019/20

2,422.50

434.28

330.60

3,187.38

2020/21

2,519.10

450.95

338.85

3,308.90

% Increase

3.99

3.84

2.5

3.81

What does the Council spend money on?
Ignoring the housing benefit, which is effectively
reimbursed from central government, the largest expense
for the Council is its own staff with the cost for salary and
related costs expected to be £12.5 million for 2020/21.
Many of these staff are involved in “front line” services
and so it is useful to look at some of the key areas of
activity, which include both staff and other costs. Some
of the originally forecast costs (pre covid) include:
● Net cost of refuse collection: £2 million
● Other cleaning around the Borough: £854,000
● Homelessness and related: £1.6 million
● Subsidising properties such as the Playhouse and
Bourne Hall: £1.3 million

If you found this information useful, please let us know so that we can return to the subject in a future FOCUS.

PARKING DECISIONS
Obviously implementation on the following has been delayed with no date set for the
work to be done at the present time … but the changes have been advertised, so it won’t
be long away. As announced in our weekly updates, parking on single yellow lines was
relaxed during lockdown but is set to be reinstated, so beware!
Disappointment for all those who supported the reduction in hours for part of Zone
M Residents Parking Zone. Readers of FOCUS will remember from the last edition
that County Councillor Tina Mountain had canvassed against the change.
So the hours of operation will remain as they are for the foreseeable future! Julie
and David had helped the petitioners and believe that the final decision-making process was corrupted by
the lack of involvement of anyone who knew all the history and had all the information to hand. We can try
again to get change next year but it requires a great deal of motivation to try again, given that the County
Councillor should have upheld the results of the official Public Consultation and not chosen to actively take
the side of objectors? Meanwhile, the problems of restrictions on visitor permits will be investigated. Possibly
hardest hit are the residents of Wimborne Close, many of whom are older people who wanted the
restrictions to end at 3pm so that they could have more visitors.
Bad news too for some in Windmill Close. The consultation results show 5 in favour of curfew parking
restrictions and 5 against. The county council's usual process is to assume that non-responders are in favour, so
we don't understand why the scheme is not proceeding.
BY THE TIM
Bridge Road curfew parking is proceeding (odds side only, one hour a day).
The Ridings area curfew parking is also proceeding as is Lynwood Road.

E YOU REA
D THIS,
CAR PARK
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T
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BRIDLEWAYS AND FOOTPATHS.

We have arranged for the county council to visit
Rifle Butts Alley but this has had to be repeatedly postponed due to the pandemic. In the meantime
we are planning to bid for the use of CIL (community infrastructure levy) money to upgrade this path.
The timing for that process has also been postponed. We have also been asked by residents to press
the county to address other poor footpaths in the area, as well as to seek to introduce pedestrian
crossings. The crisis has shown how poor some of our cycling and pedestrian infrastructure is.

COLIN AND NIGEL
Many
of
you
will
remember county and
borough councillor Colin
Taylor who sadly passed
away in February . Colin
was a Liberal Democrat
borough councillor for 16
years and a county
councillor for 12 years. He served as mayor of the
borough in the civic year
2013/14.
Nigel Pavey, also a former
borough councillor for 16 years
and elder statesman of the
local Lib Dem party, passed
away in September last year.
Nigel was honoured with the
position of Honorary Alderman
of the borough in 2016.
Both men were proud to serve
local residents and will be a great loss to the
community. They will be much missed for their
knowledge, experience and wisdom.
Neither death was related to Covid-19.

Contact the team

David
Gulland
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Gee
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Julie
Morris

The local Lib Dem FOCUS team want to hear from
you with your ideas and with any issue, big or
small, that we can help with.

by email: college-focus@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
or by post: 7 Bridge Rd, Epsom, KT17 4AN
www.epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
www.facebook.com/epsomlibdems/
@Epsomewellfocus / @Epsomlibdem / @Jorrisam

TO GET THE LATEST NEWS ON WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN COLLEGE WARD,
look at our Facebook page. This is a public group.
You can join if you'd like to post things to this page.
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