
FROM YOUR LOCAL LIB DEM TEAM: David Gulland, Andre Kubicek, Julie Morris

FOCUS
News and action for TOWN & DOWNS

THE DEATH OF
LOCAL DEMOCRACY?
Surrey Tories ‘power grab’ bid to run new Surrey-wide single authority

Govt set to snatch planning function

Local Action - Global Values

“These changes will rip the
heart out of local decision-
making,” says Julie Morris

The government is widely expected soon to
announce plans for unitary authorities in
many English counties, including Surrey.
Conservative-controlled Surrey County Council
(SCC) is already preparing a bid to become the
unitary authority for the whole of Surrey,
abolishing all 11 borough councils (only 2 of
which have a Tory majority).
But how can one Council for 1.2 million people
really represent local communities? And is now
even the time to be considering such a change,
when local authorities are still reeling from the
impact of COVID-19?
The initial research has already cost SCC £71,000
and an even bigger sum has been agreed to
support their ‘power grab’.
The Lib Dems believe that the Conservative plan
for one Council for all of Surrey will take power
away from residents and does not put what is
best for you and your local area first. If you
agree, read more and sign our petition at
www.epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk/

As if this weren’t a big enough assault on our
local democracy, the Conservative government
published plans in August to take further
planning powers away from communities and
councils. Under the consultation document, it
is possible that local authorities will have very

limited ability to challenge developers' plans.
The government’s proposals will deprive local
people of the ability to define the character of
the area they live in and know best, and will
risk giving developers the freedom to ride
roughshod over our local area.

Epsom and Ewell Council could be abolished
under Conservative government plans



Most of the latest round
of parking restrictions
are now in place. Julie was
able to sort out some
wrong signage and there
are still some gaps in the
yellow lines (see photo),
where the yellow liners
have failed to find the
space free to paint the
line!

Surrey County Council received
some money from central
government to make local
“improvements” relating to the
pandemic, aimed at
encouraging social distancing
and making it easier for
pedestrians.
SCC decided, without consultation, to close
Ewell High Street to all vehicular access except
for buses, cycles and emergency vehicles.
FOCUS team member Andre Kubicek started
a petition against this, concerned that traffic
that currently uses the High Street would

simply divert to residential roads in the Village
where there are multiple primary schools and
small children about.
The petition gained huge support, with over
2,000 signatures in just 5 days, and SCC
cancelled its plans as a result.

ANDRE AND
RESIDENTS
FORCE SCC

CLIMBDOWN

BUT NOW IT’S EPSOM HIGH STREET!

Andre says “Thanks to those
who signed the petition and

showed that people power can
really work.”

The same pot of money to SCC is behind a plan to turn one lane in High Street West into a
pavement, possibly on a "temporary" basis, to encourage social distancing.

As one of the remaining lanes will be reserved for bus stops,
it will effectively reduce the road to one lane between TK Maxx and the old Post Office.

Whether you approve or object to the scheme, please let SCC know your views at:
https://tinyurl.com/epsom-high-street

We have deliberately
kept this FOCUS free of
COVID-related news and
material since such items
are so quickly out of
date. For our regular
emails on COVID and
other matters, please
sign-up at:
https://epsom-ewell-
l ibdems.org.uk/en/
subscribe-by-email
Alternatively, email us at:
college-focus@epsom-
ewell-libdems.org.uk
which will ensure that we
have your correct email
address.

At the meeting of the full council in
July, David Gulland proposed that the
council should be able to clamp down
on idling cars.

However, the Residents Association
majority refused to debate David’s
motion and postponed discussion until
October. This was disappointing
considering the Climate Change
Emergency that the council has
previously suggested is their priority!

Your Lib Dem councillors want Traffic
Wardens to be able to visit known
areas where cars idle and to warn, and
potentially fine, the drivers who leave
their cars idling.

COVID-FREE
ZONE

JUST
IDLING



RIFLE BUTTS ALLEY

THE WELLS. Residents’ Association
plans to demolish the Wells Centre in
order to build a block of flats on the site
were given a major setback by its own
Planning Committee. For a host of
reasons, the committee deferred the item
to allow significant changes to be made
to the application. The Council
had received well over 600 public
objections to the plans.

CHALK LANE. A new application to
convert Chalk Lane Hotel into 21
dwelling units was received by the Council
in August. The application is currently
awaiting decision.

PLANNING UPDATES

Julie led the
fight against

Aldi’s previous
application

The silt trap in Rifle Butts Alley, the track
which runs from the top of Epsom Downs into
Epsom, has been cleared. This should help
alleviate the effects of future downpours.
The alley is the responsibility of Surrey County
Council but they have stated that they have no
money available.
David Gulland has therefore lodged a cross-
party bid to resurface the upper end of the
track, from Treadwell Road up to the Downs.
The bid would use funds from the Community
Infrastructure Levy fund (which contains the
legal charges developers pay as part of
planning permissions), so would not be using
funds that could be used for front-line
services. We will keep you posted.

LANGLEY VALE. As we go to print,
the planning application for Langley
Bottom Farm is not resolved. Demolition
of the existing buildings and 20
residential units (including 8 affordable
units) are planned. The existing
farmhouse is not part of this application.

DEVELOPMENT REFUSED IN WHITE HORSE DRIVE. The proposal to
demolish two properties in Dorking Road and to build 20 flats on the corner of Dorking
Road and White Horse Drive was refused by the council on 3rd September. Councillors
at the virtual meeting cited issues such as over-development and lack of parking.

ALDI RETURN. ALDI are again in
talks with the council about a food
store on the old Dairy site in Alexandra
Road, the previous proposals having
been defeated on Appeal in 2017.

David points out the poor state
of the path. “Many thanks to all
the residents who contacted me
about this issue,” he says.
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One week in August, 11.5 tonnes of Epsom and
Ewell’s recycling, contaminated with sanitary
products, nappies and food, was rejected at the
Materials Recycling Facility. This was the
equivalent of almost two (of four) entire
collection rounds that had to be incinerated
rather than recycled.
This shows how important it is to put only
recyclable material in your big green bin. One
careless person can ruin the efforts of the whole
community. (Thanks to EEBC for photo and news item)

CAN YOU DIG IT?

Y
Your details:
Name................................................................

Email.................................................................

Telephone.........................................................

Postcode...........................................................

Can you help us?
� I can give about 1 hour every quarter to

deliver leaflets in my area.
� I would like to join the Liberal Democrats

The Liberal Democrats will use any personal data we collect
for the purpose it was collected in accordance with our
privacy policy at: libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise your
legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk.

Contaminated recycling

Let us know your issues,
concerns or ideas:

Return to: 7,Bridge Road, Epsom, KT17 4AN
Alternatively, email us at:
focus-town-downs@epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk

Julie has been showing prospective new
tenants round the Bridle Road allotments.
Unfortunately, allotments have been a low
priority while the council has been dealing
with the pandemic (though rightly so). As a
result, we fear that the council’s occupancy
statistics are out-of-date, which means that
vacant allotments are not being taken up.
Keeping allotments at a high level of
occupancy is key to protecting the land on
which they lie, and provides valuable income.
If you are interested in an allotment please
contact Julie (see below for contact details).

DON’T
FORGET

“Allotments help you to keep fit
and eat healthily,” says Julie. “And
they’re much cheaper than gyms”

WHAT A WASTE

Website:
Facebook:
Twitter:

www.epsom-ewell-libdems.org.uk
www.facebook.com/epsomlibdems/

@Epsomlibdem / @Jorrisam


