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Dear Resident

We hope you like this pictorial issue of Focus crea  ted for the summer. Contact
information is given overleaf. If you have a news story and a photo to go with it, let us
know. Thanks. The FOCUS team, Anna Jon es, Christine Key and Julie Morris

Councillor Anna Jones has persuaded the borough

council’'s Planning Committee to earmark some

“developer contributions” (which are attached to pl anning
permissions for large developments) to go toward

resolving our parking problems.

Anna says “rather than these monies just going into a big
county council pot, it's been agreed they must be spent on
creating better parking facilities for local residents who live
near the development in question”. It's a huge step in the right
direction and with residents’ parking now on the agenda of the
Local Committee, we can look forward to at least some pro-
gress on the issue in the coming twelve months. Councillor

. . - Colin Taylor (Lib Dem, Stamford ward) is chairman of the Local
Commuter parking on white hatching now Committee for the next year.

seems to be a regular occurrence

Congratulations to county council candidate Diana C oman (on the
right in the photo) who polled nearly 1000 votes in the June elections

Seen in the photo with residents of Downs Hill Road after a road meeting
to discuss potholes and parking problems, she canvassed the views of
hundreds of people in the area. Diana has set up a “pot hole blog” and
generally continues to give Tory-run Surrey County Council a hard time!
Diana complains almost daily about potholes and monitors road
maintenance and capital projects. The seat in the south-east division of
the county council (which contains College and Woodcote wards) was
retained by Residents’ Party candidate Christopher Frost.

Elizabeth Welchman Gardens —
Saturday 12th September

ELIZABETH WELCHMAN

GERDENS

Council Rangers will be giving a talk on how to attract
wildlife to your garden, plus the workings of the Ranger
Service, on 12th September at 2.30 pm. Everyone is
welcome to come along and bring their questions. New
benches and a bird board should be installed in the
Gardens during the autumn. A new sign has been
erected at the entrance to Alexandra Rec (which
unfortunately doesn’t direct drivers to the main car park
further up the road!) and Julie has arranged for areas
around some of our public seats to be cleared and litter-
picked during the summer months.




Railway Cutting could be developed for housing, bu t not if
Millbridge Wildlife has its way!

Over an acre of railway cutting land in Mill Road could be developed
for housing but a group of residents living nearby want the land
saved for its wildlife contribution. They were outbid at the public
auction of the land last year but say there may still be active badger
setts and want a new survey. The biodiversity of the land is not in
question, with numerous accounts of wildlife, trees, birds and
shrubbery. Millbridge Wildlife has issued newsletters to 400 homes
in the locality and written to councillors and our MP asking that the
land be preserved. If you would like more information or a pdf
version of the newsletter, contact Sarah Parry on
sapamill@hotmail.com or telephone 01372 811031.

The area scheduled for development
looks stunning in the summer months

Council appoints new Chief Executive

Frances Rutter, formerly Assistant CE at EImbridge Borough Council, was appointed
Chief Executive of Epsom & Ewell BC on Tuesday 18th August. Frances had been

acting in a temporary capacity since David Smith was taken ill last October. David Smith
decided to retire from the council in July after not regaining full health and has been made
a Freeman of the Borough, an appointment ratified at the same meeting of the full council
as that which appointed his replacement! He had been Chief Executive for nearly 25
years and received numerous tributes and gifts at his retirement party held at the Queen’s
Stand at the end of July.

The old playground which has to be kept locked!

Residents may remember the saga of the old playground in
Alexandra Rec which has to be kept locked because of fears that
the soil is contaminated. The site is on a long list kept by the
Environmental Health Department but is such low priority that it will
never get the funding needed for soil samples to be taken—so the
old playground is destined to stay locked for evermore. A move is
underway by your councillors to schedule a small amount of money
(£3000) given to the council by developers, to finance the soil
sampling. Once it is proven that the dark layer found in the soil is
not hazardous (which the consensus of opinion thinks it isn’t), the
The new playground was opened four area can be opened up again to the public. This one is all about
years ago years and was welcomed by | ‘elf n safety laws!

the Friends of Alexandra Park

Asking for your views on the
Downs Road Traffic Calming Scheme

If you live in Downs Road you will have received a survey asking for
your views about the new traffic calming. At the moment, those who
consider it has been a complete waste of money and has been
ineffective, heavily outnumber those who welcome it. A summary of
your views will be presented to the Local Committee in the autumn—
so if you have not sent back your form, please do so. The survey is
also going to be distributed to the side roads off Downs Road during
the next few weeks. Contact Anna for more information.

YOU CAN STILL SEND US YOUR IDEAS AND GRUMBLES : Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats (College),
FREEPOST , POBox KT3525, Epsom KT19 9BR). No stangeded.

CONTACT YOUR FOCUS TEAM :

Clir Anna Jones, 26 Beech Road 01372 210134 ajones@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Clir Christine Key, 36J Albert Road 01372 725823 ckey@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Clir Julie Morris, 7 Bridge Road 01372 744297 jmorris @epsom-ewell.gov.uk

County council spokesperson : Diana Coman 07970 525143 diana.coman@comancommunications.biz

Parliamentary issues : Jonathan Lees 0208 394 1709 jlees@epsom-ewell.gov.uk



